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of this trifle ;, but only the ſeaſonableneſſe and 1rath 
of the ſubjet (of which you are more then aneye- 
witneſſe) gives it bolaneſſe to kiſſe your hand, This 
Poem was calculated only for the Meridian of ſome- 
rivate friends, not daring to gaze is the face of 
. +he World,becauſe it s neer kinto truth , and there- 
fore to danger. Nor did the CAuthor- deſire ſo 
to ſrumpet his Muſe, 4s to proſtitute ber to the im- 
braces of every one, being not ambitious of the airy 
title of a Poet, Neither let it preſent it ſelfe to your 
eye the leſſe worthy, Fake now martyr'd by the 
Preſſe, though it be become now ſo adulterated with 
falſe and ſcandalous Pamphlets , that it is ; 
| diſhonour for a legitimate phantaſie to derive a 
title from thence, 
Worſhip is, that you will wouchſafe 10 intich 


man 


To the truly worthy, and V Vor- 
{hipfalt; Mr. F. S. of P. 


, Honoured Sir, | | 
T is not the worthineſſe of the Worke, nor Worke- 
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Eſquire. 


can whiſper any confidence of your acceptance 


My humble requeſt to Jour. 
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theſe lines with yur view , and pardon the fori 


ward ambition 
of you, at the becoming diff ance of 


Your Worſhips moſt humble 
Hononrer, 
po #1Xoxdgas, 


him, whoſe glory i io be — 
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7 To the Reader. 


Reader, 


| < Pf can courteous or not, 'tis all one to me; 
Thou haſthere the moderate obſeryations of 

one, that neither is nor deſires to be ingaged in either 
party of theſe Warrs, till he ſees both honeſter, Thou 

' haſt here the verdi& of a SpeRtator, who hath be- 
held this Military Game, plaid by both Gameſters, 

' and hath ſcene pelting on both ſides. - Thou haſt 
here Truth , painted in her own Colours , ( that is, 
in none) and juſtling Vice, whereſocre,& in whomſoere 

' ſhe meets it. Thou baſt here che Cauſes, EfteRts, and con- 

| jetarall conſequences of theſe unnaturall Diviſions: the 

' times Looking-Glaſſe, wherein (be what thou wilt) 

; thou ſhalr ſee thy face, and find ſomething that con- 

cerns thee.And(if thou wilt lay alide afide thy prawria) \ 

here chou ſhalt read thy own lelfe a main cauſe of this 

| War. Thou haſt here other things, which I will not, 

' Mountebank-like,ſet out beforehand ; becauſe I would 
| have thee take ſome paines to read , what I have took 
{Paines to write : perhaps ſome pleaſure; ( Olim hec 
|memini(ſe mg Only take this leſſon in thy hand, 
'before thou read, thou muſt reſolye to un-conceir 

Ty ſelfe, and to be moderate, and yeeld to ruth : on 


'that condition I am 
Thine: Farewell. 
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The Preem. | 


Ow idls is th' idolatry of thoſe, 

That on their fancy can no T heme impoſe, 
Till thy Apollo,and his Traine invite, | 
To be propitinus unto what they write ! 


Tis but otir folly (folly may Vinwit) 


0 make'a god, and then to worſhip it. 7 
Poe often writ, and never yet found odds, 1 d 
Whether I writ with, or without thoſe gods. 4 
T care not for the Poets Hill nor Spring; X 
Loſers may ſpeake, and empty men may ſing. 'F 
Sorrow's my Helicon, if povertie 'N 
Makes Poets,Tronpers Pegalſuſſes be. 7 
Inſpire me priefe | let Pheebus and the Nine T 
Help an#'rons Verſe; they are too ſoft for mine. T 
T meane toweep the murthers, rapine, rage, F 
That are ſy».:ris'd m thi Tron Age. In 
Por who cat ſing ? An airy mirth belongs - IT] 

' To mirthfull Theames, theſe dayes are not for ſongs. y | 
Reader, prepare thy faith : for I ſhalltell 55N, 
A ſtory (that tranſcends a miracle) *..--ITh 
Of vices, that ſo great, ſo many be, 'M. 
That they're beyond the reach of Poetree. 'w 
Bebold a populons Nation, pow'rfull too ; {Ki 
And her own ſelf does her own ſelf undo: - my 
The Phoenix of the world, which is become, 'Of 
(Who was the pride) the ſcorn of Chriſtendome, IS: 
That flood like Atlas while it ſtood together, 'But 


But now divided,"s wreited any whither. In 


_ 
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CHAP. I. 


"om: are thoſe golden Haſcion daics, wherein 
Men uncompell'd, for love of good, fled fin: 
When men hug'd right & truth, whoſe ſouls being clear, 
+ Baffled the threats of puniſhment or fear. 
| No Lawes, no penalties, but there did reſt 
' A Court of equity incack mans breft ; ' 
. No trembling prisner to the Bar did come, 
From his ſeverer Judge t'xpeR his doome ; 
: Noneed of judge or Executioners, 
1o keep by Law that which by right was theirs. 
The Pyne not then his mother-mountaines leaves, 
To dance Layalro's 8n th'unconſtant wayes. 
Walls cloath'd not Towns, nor did mens ſafety ſtand 
In moving Forts by Sea, on fixt by Land. 
- {They underſtood not Guns, nor Speares, nor Swords, 
> {Nor Cauſe,nor Plunder, and ſuch Martiall words; 
* :Nq armed Souldier ſtood for their defence, 
| Their chicfeſt Armor was their innocence. 
: Mans quiet nature did not feel that fire, 
{Which (ince inflames the world, too great defire, 
[Kings did not load their heads with Crowns,nor try 
:By force or fraud, t'invade the liberty 
Of their obedient SubjeRs; nor did they 
Strive with Annoynted Soveraigns for ſway ; 
'But Prince and people mutually agree 
Jn an indifloluble Sympathie. 
Tt | A 4 Religion 


h OO ON 


W Log Ce... ack 


'2  TheGollen Are. 
* Religion flouriſh'd, and the Lawes increaſe, | | 


Both twin'd in one, the Gemini of peace. 

An univerſall concord tuned then 

Tk unjarring thoughts of many-minded men 

In an unblemiſht harmony. Then right 

Spurn'd the proud thoughts of domineering might ; | 
And lawrell'd Equity in triumph fate, 
Upheld by vertue, which ſtood candidate, 

And curb'd the power and craft of vice, maintain'd 
By the inſtin& which in mens nature raign'd : 
Th'unſpotted ſoul could not attainted be 

With Treaſon *gainſt the higheſt Majeſtic ; 

Vice was a ſtranger to't, nor could it *bide 

To club with Av'rice, or converſe with Pride. 

Nor was it plung'd ''ch whirlpool of thoſe crimes, 
That have 1nthral'd now theſe degenerate times. ' 
Th'impriſon'd will then durſt not whiſper Treaſon, |, 
But cring'd to th* Dicates of its Retreſſe, Reaſon. 
Friend was the ſoul of friend, and ev'ry man 

Fed, like a ſtream, the whole, its Ocean. 


CHAP. II. 


pf pregnant Earth antill'd did » increaſe, 


And men injoy'd what they poſleſs'd in peace.  ' 
The Winter phunder'd not the leaves from trees, 
Nor skurf'd the ground with hoary Leproſies. 
No ſcorching Summer,with Canicnlar heat, 
Parboild their bodies in immoderate-ſwear. 
What ever Autumne pluck'd,the Spring did bring, 
An endleffe harveſt wed an endleſle Spring. E 
The quarter'd Year mixt in a bunch did come, EZ 


And clung it ſelf t'an iudividuum. 
oil | The 


' 


} 
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Then flouds of Milk, then floyds of Near, flow'd, 
And on the fertile Earth all plenty grow'd. 
Theenamell'd fields with Tapeſtry were crown'd, 
And floating Honey ſurfeited the ground : : 
Of pureſt bleſſings men enjoy*d their fill, 
And had all good, 'cauſe they did nothing ill, 
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Ans nature not content with this, did range 
To further things, fancy is prone tochange. 


* Then domineering Will began to ſtir, 


And ſcorn'd that Reaſon ſhould rule oyer her. 


' Adive ambitton would not be content 


To keep its ſelfe within its Continent; 


' But, being unſatiable, doth aſpire, 


Like oyl; 1njoyment makes the flame blaze higher : 
And Appetite, the ſervant to each Sence, 
Would not obey, but have preheminence. 


—— 
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CHAP. 11, _| 
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Rtrs were invented, ſtudi'd, men began 
T'initru@tthe ground, to plough the Ocean. 


| The year*squadrangled, People did begin 
; Teretthem houſes to inhabit in : 


The 


Coffig'{ 
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4 The Silver Age. 
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Coffin'd their limbs in cloaths,(cloaths firſt were meant: 

Bat for neceſſity, not ornament : | 

But pride, the child of plenty, made them grow 

From warmth to comely,thence t'a gawdy thow:) 

Then ſuch magnificence in them begun, | 

Thar glicering veſtures ſeem'd to ſtain the San ; | 

Houſes to Babels ſwell'd, and were baptiz'd 

With their own Founders names; and men devis'd 

All waies to write their names, that they might be 

Read in the Rolls of vaſt Eternitie. | 
Turrers on tiptoe ſtood, to kifle the Skies, 

And Marble Pillars to the Spheres did riſe. 

Towers did periwig their heads in clouds, 

As if thoſe were their baſes, theſe their (hrouds. 

Men deckt their walls, and dreſt their ſpacious rooms 

With coſtly excrements of Perſian Looms; 

And guiltleſſe Aras was condemn'd to be 

Hang'd, for no crime, but its imagerie. 


CHAP. III. | 


QNr crolt the angry Seas, with Billows hurl'd, * 
And in their race begirt the ſpacious world, ET 
Rifling it of its treaſur.s,to delight, 

With raritics, the craving Appetite. 

The ranſack*d Indies brought in weekly rates, 
To feaſt their curious taſt with delicartes ; 

The burden'd fields broughrin centuple crops, 
Diſchannelling themſe]ves into their laps ; 

Yet having ſtripr the earth of what ſhe wore, 
They not content with this, dive {till for more. 
And the imbowell'd earth is brought to bed 
Of treaſures, which within her nature hid. 
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Muſick + | 


ant: 


Muſick, the ſoul of pleaſure,ſttl! prepares, 


' To breath delicious Accents in their eares ; 


| Arabia contributed her gums, 


And wanton Zephire from a!l Gardens comes 
With odorifrous ſmel!s, which did To vary, 

The Phenix ſoile did ſeem ubtquitary. 

And in all theſe the touch and tight did meet, 
For what was blifſe to touch, *was blifſe'eo ſee't. 


CHAP. IV. 


| & with what pomp they feaſted,with what ſtate 


1s 


Each ſeverall courſe wallowd in antique Plate; * 
Diſh follow'd diſh, and courſe ſucceeded courſe, 
Scill chimneyes took Tobacco by the force 
Of a continu'd fire, which was heapt on 
For a new meale, ere other ſcarce was done. 


| All outward bleſſings were in one conjoyn'd, 


That might delight or ſatisfie the mindy, 
Each place was plenties Magazine, to fill 


| Their hearts, yet they had a pls wltra till. 


Men bath'd in plenty,and in;pleaſure row1d, 


' Then they found our that ſtrife-begetting Gold. 


Now men ſtretch their eſtates wide, that they might 


\ Like their deſires, be boundlefle; infinire, 


Wide as the Horizon; the careering Sun 

Scarce in a day their |imits could one-run, 
Big-belli'd cheſts uncatechiſed lay, 4 
Waiting a generall accounting day ; = 


; Un-Eunuch't purſes precious ſtones did weare, 


ſick 


, 


Nor did they then the gelding Troopers feare: 

Yet having all thefe riches,they were poore, 

*Eauſc,having much, they ſtill defired more. _ 
Dropſi'd 


6 . The Brazen Age, 

Dropſrd deſire did teach men to be vile, 

From hence did flow the ſeven-headed Nite 

Of deadly fin. This gave finiſter birth 

To injury ; but Juſtice on the earth 

Had yet ſome being, Lawes enaRted were, 

Men muſt do right, though not for love, for feare, 

Juſt equity ferter'd the hands of.might, | 

With both hands arm'd,and yet both hands were right, 

Then vicious minds were bridled by the Law, | 

And judgments kept diſorder'd men in awe. | 
Times trod on th* heets of times, but as they grew, : 
The old were till out-ſtript in vice by new, | 
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CHAP. 1. - | 


Hen men ſo vile did grow, ſo prone to (in, 
| & The bonds of Law no more could keep them in ; | 
They ſtriy'd t' imbark themſelves for hell ; then ſhame 
And modeſty were baniſh'd, and the name 
Of faith and truth grew odious, in whoſe roome |}, 
Fraud, coz/nage, force and trechery did come, 
Boldly out-{taring vertue; and that vice 
Of ſword, plague, famine, ſpawning avarice, 

eeming with Legions of (ins; with theſe 
Men did commit Adultery, to increaſe 
Their Progeny, and thus at length did raiſe 
many new-bora (ins i'th year,as daies, 
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The Brien Age, 7 


So Pride and avarice became the twins 
| Of genefall miſchicfs, Colonells of fins. 
| Faſe taught men ſloth; ſloth uſher'd in exceſſe, 
' Exceſſe nurs'd pride;pride,|uſt;luſt, wantonneſle; 
| That rapes; rapes,inceſt; inceſt, Sodomy ; 
This brings unnat'rall beſtiality. 
te _ Andthusour ſacred bodies, that ſhould be 
2 Gods holy temples,built of puritie, 
| Are now prophan'd by ſacrilegious ſin, 
| And become dens for theeves t'inhabit in, 
W,' Yea Garriſons of Rebells, and by theſe 
' Men ſo abus'd that crowne of bleſſings, peace; 
| That it was ſocorrupt, ſo full of fin, 
b: It muſt be lanc'd; thus did our woe begin, 


/ 


CHAP. I1. 


| EC 44- Angells of the Church did foare ſo high, % 
i Like Lucifer, they loſt their Hierarchy ; 
| They firſt from grace, and then from glory fall; 
| Some turning Devills brought diſgrace on all. 
To all new faſhions they their zeale tranſlate, 
? | And Diſciplin'd the Church by rules of State. 
ame Herrodox Tenents did the Truth invade, 
And mens inventions grounds of Faith were made, 
One Ceremony did another ſend, 
: Nor did Will-worſhip know a bound or end. 
Their Canons were as various as the winds, 
: Nay (which is more) unconſtant as their minds. 
; Choak'd with their great Revenues, they become, \ 
| (Who,being empty,ſounded well )quite dumb, 
| Nay they did hold ic an extreme diſgrace 
5 T0 execute the office of their place. 


Wall 
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$ The Brazen Age. 


Well ſaid a fool, who does a Biſhop feare, 

May fly t'a Pulpit; for hee'l not come there, * þ 

Like Weathercocks,on Churches tops,they ſtood, 
{ To over-ſee them, not todo them g00d : | 

Yer bcing Lords,they fain would higher be, 

And guild their Lordſhips with a Deirie. 


i 


W. CHAP. 111, 


AN the cram'd Clergie t'imitate their Maſters, 
Aln pride and ſloth, grew moſt Epiſcopaſters, 
The Pulpit ruſted, ſome had got a trick 
(As if their Sermons had been Junarick) * 
To preach by th' Moon, ſome bur at Quarter-day; 
And then their Texts were Summons to their pay. 
Some Were ſo coſtive,they requir'd a yeare; 
Like Elephants, ſome cen; then one might heare 
(To the amazement oth'expecting houſe) 
The groaning hill deliver'd of a Mouſe. 
Dumb Dogs, that wallow'd in exceſſive ſtore; 
While thoſe poor ſouls that all the burthen bore, 
Could hardly get-by their continu'd pain, 
A ſtipend that might them and theirs maintain. 
And though one ſerve a cure, nay two, or three, 
He muſt a Scriv'ner and School-Malter bee ; 
Yet all theſe trades will ſcarce fo much allow, 
As a good time may get, that goes to plough, 
Inſtead of this, they ſtudi'd Law,and read, 
Not what God faies, but what the Judges ſaid, 
Their care of bodies choak'd their cate of ſouls, 
They more frequented Weftminſter they Paws ; 
They praid ich Temple often, bur it was, 


That thcir fee'd Lawyer would maintaine heirs $ | 
che 
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The Brrzen Age. 


Others, to pleaſnce, pride and'caſe inclin'd, 
Studi'd ro pamper their luxurious mind, 
With wine and banquets; but in moſt of all, 
' The Golden Number wasDominicall ; 
| Sothatit was become a common ſpeech, 
' The way to ſpoil a Prieſt's to make him rich. 
_ | Tfone preacht well,he was in life ſo evill, 
 ASaint in Pulpit, out of it a Dewill. | \ 
| Theirlives confute their Dorines; for they ſtrove, * 
' Which moſt ſhould a the ſins they did reprove, : 
; | That one might think, that whacſoere they ſay, F* 
; Were to be done the clean contrary way. | 


CHAP.IV. 


Nd the vain people, alwaies prone to ill, 
Follow not precept, but example ſtill: 

For they diſgrac'd themſelves by what they do? 

And taught the people to diſgrace them too. 

Thus thac ſoul-ſaving FunRion *gan to be 

A publike ſcandall, and an obloquie, 

By the baſe vulgar, who were glad, for this, 

To blaze thetr ſpirituall Fathers nakednefle. 

' The Office ſo abus'd,men ſcorn'd to do it, 

| Unlefle bare need, or gain did force them to it : 
And men unhit, unuſefull for the State, 

'Yet were accounted good enough for that. 

And why ? the ſordid Gentry, in whoſe hands 
They'd got the Church-Revenues, and her Lands, 
Turn'd Pablicans, and ſtood at Churches doore; 
None Mult come in, but who paid well therefore. 
4 Theſe were Church-merchants, & by them did gaine, 
e As thoſe by warcres, though they dealt not ſo plajne. 
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He that would buy a horſe, or take to's Bride 

A daughter, got a Benefice beſide. 

If Sacriledge to fteale from Churches bee, 

Whar's he that ſteales a Church, nay two er three ? |} 
Well did a Heranld their baſe nature note, | 
{ge gavea Wolves head to them for a coar, 


wallowing a Churchzthe ſteeple ſtuck in's throat, 
7 


CHAP. V. 


Of Many- Afles: ſome that won't ſuſcribe 

* God,nor King,nor State, nor Law ; bur ſtill, 
o vowAllegiance only to their will: 

= to be croſle to theirs, did bend their courſe 


Ta to the taile of Levi, was the Tribe | 


nto a contrary extreme, far worſe. 
Men of vertiginous braines, ſtil] running round, 
\ That, CymbalF-like,from emprinefle do {ound ; 
\ Thar abhor Learning, and don't hold it fie 
- For Chriſtians to pollute their braines with ir. 
They ſay *tis yain for holy men to ſeek 
or language of the Beaſt, or Heathen Greek. | 
Inbenetic'd and poore, that have no way ' 
To get a ſtipend, but to preach and pray 
*Gainſt Church and State, and *cauſe they cannot be 
amous for Learning or Divinity ; 
et they'll doe ſomething to enrole their name 
In the large Catalogue of blab-tongu'd Fame. 
nd though their doArine be nor found, nor true, 
ey"lhave*t approv4,becanſe "tis ſtrange and new,” © 
here were ſome upſtart Leyites, hor and young, 
Active and' proud, whole interdited rongue E1 
Imprifon's} * 


p , 
's 


In 


Hmpriſon'd in the Dungeon. of his mouth, 
{For Sacriledge, is now broke forth, and 

More violent:or ſuch, whoſe eares of late 
Have both been circumciſed by the State : | \ 
hoſe ſuff-rings ſpread their fame from far and near; 
The giddy people Hock in ſholes to hear 


The Bra\ev Age. 


heſe zealous Saints, thoſe pious Martyrs prate, 


ith their impoyſon'd tongues *gainſtChurch & Stats; 
Who in their preachments cell them, ſuch as we 


Beloved ) ſuffer for our puritiez. , .. 


Becauſe we will not follow Popith lies, 


e fall by th' cares, with profane Pillories, 
is for 0ur goad;who ope our cares 0 take. 
he pious whiſpers which the nayles do make, 
eeripaterick, Teachers, Journy-men, 
hat trot t*America, and back agen, 
0 get a Proſelice,theſe dare make Kings ©; 
he Subjects of their talk, and handle things 
Dire *gainſt forme or order, as cach liſts: 
heirTexcs and Dotines, both like Sepratiſts, 


Kun from each other;and their Uſes loath 


cir company,'cauſe holyer then both : . 
nd having nam'd a text, like cowards, they... 
traight from the unarm'd words gn't run aways 


And thus excuſe it, that it is a breach _ 


}f Chriſtian freedome, to be ry*d to preach , _. 
pon one place ; they make their DoArines run 
rom Geneſis to tht Revalation, 42 
nd handle all alike, a wild-gooſe chace; 
ey xn through Countries, a Cyrrantq pace, 
ey ſtraight divide a Text in parts; bur then, 


Jhey do not bring them to be friends agen, 
4Þt fall co flat aguirry with-the ſence, ©. 
.f g<cring ſpurious brogds of _ thenge | 


? 


Et 


growth 


\ 
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-— Lo (weet,as thoſe on the forbidden tree. 


' That are inſtal'd;which, *cauſe they cannor reach, 


Behold,they draw the curtain of their ſight. 


That ſuch unnat'rall Children thence do ſpring, - 
They dare make head againſt the Text, their King. 
heſe are State-Barrertors, and ſet by th* eares 
The Prince, and People, Commons, and the Peers: «| 
Theſe kindle firſt ; and fill foment the rude 
Seditions of the cock-brain'd multitude 
Who,ltke themſelves, are Planet-ſtruck, and vary, 
rade, and retrograde, ne're ſtationary. I 
Their heads, like Bowls, run round,unſteer'd by Reaio] 
Their Bias Faction, and their Jack is Treaſon. 
Theſe ever rail at, and are diſcontent | 
Ar States and Churches preſent Government. | 
And why. > not for defects do they withſtand it, | 
Becauſe tis bad, bur *cauſe the Lawes commandit, 2. 
Eve is their Mother ; they think no fruits be 


Some do not hate ir, nor find fault therein, 

Bur *cauſe they 've been negle&ted,and not bin 
Employ'd with Hierarchy, ſince they ſuppoſe 
[Themſelves more fit for Government, then thoſe 


( Like Dogs at th'Moon-) they bark at, and ſhil te 
The peoples reeling fancie to deſpiſe 
Church-orders, and imbrace what they deviſe, 
Which alwaies various and changeable be, 

For nought more pleales, then variety. 

Theſe men are nine daies old, and do begin 

To look abroad upon anothers (in, 

To other men they areas Argos-cy'd * 

As Heay'n in ſpangled/nights, when Sol does hide 
In the Antipodes, and Stars begin 
To execute his Oftire; to their fo | 
They are as blind as Coles; which leaſt they might 
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{By the foule hands of thee, dirt tilt is throwne 

1On others faces, yet ne're waſh their own. 

IFor he will ſoonlt eſpic the More thats blowne 

441n's Brothers eye, who hath a Beam in's 6wne. 
Theſe and the Romyliſts, although they bend 

ITheir heads contrary, meet at Jaſt, and trend 

Both to burn down Religion;which doth ftand, 


alofExcremes, both in a Circle ſet their feet, 
And,though contrary go, at laſt muſt meet. 


| CHAP. VI. 


He many-empty-headed muſticude,  * 
4 Once mov'd, like Hornets, eagerly ihtrade 
n-all imployments,and run forward ftill _ 
ike Swine, fieer'd only by their hexdlong wilf. 
The zealous Cobler pricks his leather-cares ; 
nd in the Tubb ( his PulpitY he declares, 
0 Prieſt, no DoAtrine can religious beg ,*. 
hat ſmells of either Univerſitie:, © ,* © - 
o Ignorance, the mother of each doubt, 
ads Faction in, and turnes obedience our. 
While he tranſlates,and edifies the ſonſe, 
The two-ear'd Hatter does the Crown controule j 
e Peter \(cornes, himſelfe will be a rock, 
nd ſets mens heads upon a rounder Block. 
e with inſpired fury doth-declare 
ere's no falyation unto thoſe, whoſe haire 
ranſcend their teeth: in longitude, his, fheares 
ve raz'd the locks that did beſiege his eares z 
nd lets his rampant cares grow up alone, 
Þc two ſupporters of his globous crow, 


BY * 
iLike Chriſt oth* Croſſe, with Thieves on cither hand. | 
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So each Profeſſion,from head to heel, 

Sers forth lay-Levites; and the old ones feel 

Their juſt deſervings, ſuffering their due; 

They diſplac'd old, and are diſplac'd by new: 
x: all cheſe ſimples make one Mithridate 

To be a poiſon both to Church and State. 

New Lords create new Lawes; one brings a branch 
From Amſterdam, ſome to new England lanch ; 
To Scotland Rome, Judea; Turky ſome; 
Some to Geneva: Back agen they come 
Fraught with Religions new, of each a feather, | 
All in a Chaos bundled up together ; + 
Which makes our Church all particolon'd (how, * 
Like Foſephs coat, or e/£ſaps theeviſh Crow, 
A Pantheon of Religions. 


Mean time our guiltleſſe prayers, which have ſtood 
Writ in the CharaRters of Martyrs blood, 

The grace of Chriſtian Churches, the delight 

Of God and godly men,are conjur'd quite 

Out of the Church, b* extemporary ſtufte; 

Which though three houres, yer are not long enou 
To reach to heav'n ; And though their non-ſence 
Gore at the Clouds, yet never (hall come there. 
By theſe extremes Religion's from us flowne, 
And our one Church growes many; therefore none: 


- 


CHAP. VII. 


BY Church & State being Twins, and none can 
The one;bur ſtraighc the other falls with it. 
The Court that ſhould a SanQuary be 
To yertue, and the Bourſe of Pictie, 
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e throne of Juſtice,and excell in right, 
*t did in ſtare, in dignity and might, 
Zceame th' A/5lunms of Ambition, 
nvy and fraud, where vice doth tread upon 
Yreſwayed vertue,and doth feem to be 
Vertue it ſelfe, vail'd o're by pollicie, 
-\ Jnjurious perſons of all ſorts reſorts 
As to the hornes o'th' Altar, to the Court, 


Yi CHAP. VIII. 


Tc Laws themſelves grew Lawleſſe,and the Tribes 
 } 1 O'th' Gown entayl'd their conſciences for bribes, 
ike cobwebs; Laws the lcfſer flies entrap, 
\Bur great ones might ___ thorow, and eſcape : 
od They were no more defence, but grew to be 
legall violence, licenc*d injurie. 
ourts were call'd Courts of Tuſtice, but it is 
cauſe there's none there by Antiphraſis. 
The ambidextrous ]udges brib'd,rebrib'd , 
nd lefler gifts to greater ſtill ſubſcrid'd: 
veen-money made and un-made all decrees, 
nd Jaſtice grew adulterate for fees : 
t had a balance, bur ſo fallif'd, 
at it inclin'd ſtill to the weightielt ſide. 
If bribes did plead, they muſt needs grant the Sute, 
For gifts have pow'r to move, although they 're mute; 
hey had got pearles within their eyes,rhat ſo 
hey ſcarce the truth from injury did know. 
n{tead of Judges, Pride, Oppreſſion, Fraud, 
njuſtice, violence, the Bench invade ; 
uſtice,the junior Judge, fate like a block, . 
r Puiſne Baron,but to tell che clock, 
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What ere the ciuſebe, whether bad or 200d, 
Ic mult be felt, erc heard or underſtood. 


CHAP.IX, 


He under-Foggers, with their dagled gownes, 

Like Sampſon; foxes tailes, influme the Townesy, 

Make Suits, as Conjurers raiſe winds, and why ? 

Thar they might lay the ſame,and ger thereby. 

They did iataile their Clients, and their Suir , 

From Terme to Termegand every Term renew*c; 

Till che poore Client had no Suit bur that, 

And ſtary'd his purſc,to make their pouches fat. VL 

How ſlcaderly a Caulc is ſpun, when cis 

Bandy'd berween ('!oths and Lacheſir. T 

They mult annoint cheir jawes with bribes,or els _ 

Their venall congue nor truth nor falſhood rells, *' 

Their congues Angelicall , their conſciences 

- Serung to their Clyents purſe, where no pence is; | 
The Clyent is diſcharged of his pain, \ 

0 


| 


Till ro his coſt, he do recruit again. 

They hoiſc their Fees *bove Statute, Law,or task, 
As if 't were Law to pay what they did ask, 
Whole cheverle-Conſciences, ſtretch'd far and widg* 
And they (till wore them on the wrongelt (ide. 
Yet theſe dunce-Deskmen to ſuch wealth did riſe, 


Their State nobilitates their families. hi 
Who ere began a Suit,theyl'd draw them on x 
To the third and fourth Generation; 50 
As if th* were tenants in Fee-{imple to them, a\ 


And hey kad power, by degrees t* undo them. F< 
They can't a Cauſe for one year calculate, 
Like Errs P ater 'twas nere out of date. Ya 
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&0 he that hath bin wrong'd,and Comes to. theſe 
For help,'s like one that leaps into the Se 
To 'ſcape aſtorm :. or like the ſheep that goes 
To a buſh, for ſhelter from the cold,and loſe 
His wooll; and ſo by that isrender*d more 
nable to indure it;then before: 
5s, For ſo much coſt and trouble there is in it, 
ies, That the poor Clyent, when he did begin it, 
' ( Though he ſhould have the beſt on'*c) he were better 
Be overthrown, and would be greater getter. 
hat an eternall Term on't will they hold, 
hen Cauſes come, wrapt in aſhowre of gold! 
here's no Vacation then: Like maſtifts they 
Deſtroy the Wolves, becauſe they mean to ſlay 
r fleece the flocks themſelves. The other ewin 
hat did run round 1'th Zodiack of (in, 
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CHAP. XL 
(lim'd 
Ere ſpirituall Courtiers, thefe were more ſub» 
In their injurious cunning, and they climb?*d 
0 a diviner ſtile : what ere they do, 
ough ne're ſo wrong,was Law and Goſpell too. 
xidEach Proftor ar his pleaſure could derive 
' himſelfe che Churches pow'r legiſlative. 
Vho not appeares, or is behind in Fees, # 
he Church mult, whenſoere the Sumners pleaſc, 
xcommunicate, give up to Satan,till 
50d gives him grace to pay his Lawyers Bill, 
awdry was bought, and ſold, and for a Fee 
en might have licence for their lecheric: 
F any had offended, th'only curſe 
Vas the dear penance of an empry purſe, | 
B 4 And 


+ nn a" W225" of 4.4 - 
SP *; * 
2 ; 
& 
18 
4 
- 
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And for a yearly cuſtome, an old Bawd 
Might have $Parent ro ſet up the trade; 
Upon the Sabbath they allow'd to play ; 
Bur if one wrought upon a Holy.day, 
Oh 'cwas a crime that nought could expiate, 
But the large bribing of an Advocate ! | 
He's in a wretched caſe, each Chriſtian knowes, 
That has no better Advocate,then thoſe. 


CHAP. XI. 


"THe Galleniſts, thoſe FaRors for our health, 
Were ſo infected with this love of wealth, 

That generally our wounds and all diſeaſes, 

Were ſlight or mortall, as the-DoRor pleaſes: 

And all our maladies were ever dated 

By ch' purſes ſtrength, as if th' were calculated 

For all nativities,what erc they be; 

The purſe is {till purg'd by Phlebotomie: 

The poor 's incurable, the rich muſt have 

An endlefſe gowr in'sjoynts,that wi:] not leave 

Till all the money from the purſe be done ; 

Then he that could not go before, can run. 
Beſides thoſe Quacks, that ſtrumper to each ſlave, 

For a ſmall price, that ſmaller art they have, F 

Who, without Judge or Jury,baſely kill 

More then they cure, to exerciſe their kill: 

Who need no plague but their own ignorance, 

Accompani'd with their Arts maſters,wants. 
The Sate-Phyſitians more perverſe then theſe, 

Curd bad diſeaſes with worſe remedies. 

For ſicknefſes do uſually fall 

On Bodies politick, like natura!l 
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Theſe prov'd right Empricks, and without all doubr, 
Wrought the States end,to bring their own about. , 
For moſt char ſeem'd ro be the Kingdomes friends, 
Tipt publique Juſtice ſtill wich privat ends. 

Theſe made the three Profeſſions of the Gown, 
(That were the grace) the odinm of the Town. 


CHAP.XII. 


He ſpring being thus corrupt,the ſtreames can be 
Nothing but currents of impuririe : 
From this red Sca of (in a crew there came, 
Differing in nought from Locuſts, bur in name; 
Monopoliſts,that( Prieſt-like)had a ſhare 
In every trade, but more then Tythes they were. 
Theſe did fo ſpawn,they got nine parts at lealt, 
Th' right owner ſcarce was to his own a Priclt. 
Others were Rogues by Patent, and did draw 
A power to pole the people from the Law, 
Which they had made a [talking-horſe to be, 
A legall Warrant tor their viljanie. 
Thus painfull men, by taxes were, and ratcs, 
Unjultly cheated of their own ſtates ; 
And this did make the tranſitory ſtreets 
Eccho with poormens cries, where Rapine meets 
Wich rapine; guile with guil6; and right became 
An ayery title, and an empty name. 
Cities compos'd of ſeyerall itreams,that ran 
From hills and valleyes, curn an Ocean ; 
Where ſins meet {1ns, like Billowes; and do ſtrive 
( As they with th' Court ) for the Prerogartive. 
Greedy defire is Mayor,and puff-paſt Pride 
Aſpires, as Mayoreſlego ſit by's (ide, 
Treaſon 
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\ Treaſonandcheating Sheriffs, and next ſuch plenty 
OF Capitall.ſins, they *re more then foure and twenty, 


CHAP. XIII. 


Nd the tame Country, in its ſeverall Climes, 
: Practiſe to ape the Cities banefn}l Crimes: 
»— Fl inceſtuous Us'rer wich's own baggs doth lie, 
Fn: dring uſe by damn'd Adulterie, 
= Tillevery hundred doth ſurvive to ſee 
" Himlſelfe centupled in his progenie ; 
_ While that curit Barathram [till cries for more, 
'Beggars the rich, and does deyoure the poore. 
And though he learning hates, and every Art 
That's liberall,yet he could find in's heart 
To-turn Logician, and doth: underſtand 
To:doallthings with a Contratted hand. 
He (like an Aſle laden with various meats ) 
© Bitesnot atall, orelſe but Thiſtles cats. 
-  Flecheatshis Back of needfull ornament, 
\ Andhis poor Bclly keeps perpetuall Lent: 
And all to-cram a Chelt, having an itch, 
But while he lives, to be accounted rich: 
Orfleave to *s heires, when he to death inclines, 
_ (Gotlawfully by him or his affignes ) 
Anample patrimony, which the ſot 
Conſumes as faſt, as ere his father gor. 
The Tradeſman too,whoſe weights & meaſures were 
- then's wife, and ſhorter then his haire, 
1th.his oyl'd congue,and dancing Complements, 
The engines of his cheating eloquence, 
Gull'd men by whole-ſale, though his wife and he 
Bothdrove a tetail trade, and did agree 
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| Nor any thing to drink (poor ſouls) but tears, 
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To opetheirſhops ro all ; whoſe gain didlide 
Quick as 'twas got, by luxury and pride. ' 


CHAP. XIII. 


\ Þ eluttony did raigne,and ſtriv'd tokiflc 
Y His r'other ſiſter, (winiſh drunkenneſle, 
That nurſery of (ins ; for there's no vice 

So bad, bur from this ſpring it rakes irs riſe. 

How many Swine docs this make 1n a yeare , 

If all were Sowes that wallow in the mire? 

This Anti-god that uncreates a man, 

Turnes him t' a beaſt, or to a lump again z 

How does poor reaſon ſplit ic ſeif, ang ſink, 
When man lies floating in a ſea of drink ? 

And yet they ran ſorviolently to it, 

As if they had been only born ro do it : 

"Twas manners, if a man his friend did meet, 
With pinre and quart they mult each other greet ; 
Or if ro's neighbours houſe a friend did come, 
*Twas welcome ſtil'd ro ſend him drunken home : 
Men thought no ſhame to glory in this fin, 

Who could drink moſt;as it their mouths had been 
Made not to ſpeak, bur drink, and bellies were 
But harrell-like, the continents of Beere. 

Yer that's ſmall cauſe to boaſt; did we but ſee, 
That a weak Hogſhead can bold more then wee ; 
And yet we fee how many a drunken Sor 

Hath drown'd, and drunk all's fortunes in a pot, 
Swilling his bruitiſh ſoul in beer and wine, 

While his poor family at home dorh pine ; 

And have no food to feed upon, but cares, 


This 


_ 
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Thisis the Gulph that ſwalloweth a-whole 
The wealth, the health of body and of ſoule. 


CHAP. XV. 


nn of luxurie and eaſe is luſt, 
And this ſets men on flame, ſo that it muſt 
Be vented by baſe ations, men did do 
*Gainſt Gods, *gainſt Nations Laws, and Natures too; 
Great perſons rang'd like Goats, to (lake their flame, 
With all variety;yca they kept tame 
Their Concubines, with coltly motives fed; 
Their handmaids ſerv'd them both for board and bed, 
By whom they iflue got, and ſo might be 
Indeed the Fathers of their familie. 
The Ladies kept preambles, men of might, 


Thar ſtood them both for ſerviceand delight ; 


Men *gainſt the Grammar fin'd, and did conteſt 
The Feminine Gender is the worthieſt. 

Young men had hoary haires,or clſe had none, 

And when they had been fatiate with one, 

They'id ha? fire-new-ones. Nay the ſpirituall part 
Of Brethren lov'd the fleſh with all their heart. 

But *cauſe *twas grown ſo common,they would be, 


Entwin'd with Silters, but extempore. 


CHAP. XVI. 


Nvy, that hideous monſter, meagre, fell; 
A. That skeleron, is belch'c up too from Hell; 
She rooſts in peoples minds, and greatly breeds 


The bane of vertuous doers,and their deeds: 
Its 
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Ies own tormentreſſe; both a plagne and fin, 
Oh! how it gnawes the bones, where it gers in ! 
And yet men were ſo chain'd to'r, that their eyes, 
Waxt ſore at other mens proſperities ; 
Malicious men did their own bodies pine, 

To ſee their neighbours plentifully dine; 

And be content, with all their hearts, to loſe 

An eye, to have another want a noſe. 


CHAP. XVII. 


Onour became a Chattall to be ſold | 
(To thoſe that ne're were kin to't)for their gold: 
Such whoſe unworthy ſoules did weare a ſtile 
Bur as a livery, and did exile 
All noble thoughts ont of their breaſts, who be, 
While they 're alive, grav'd in obſcurity. 
Men, like their Grandfires tombs, titled without, 
And full of rottenneſſe within,ornought: 
The Garbage of the world, compos'd of mire 
And ſlime, like frogs of Nile; if Gold inſpire 
Their purſe with life, it clariftes their fames ; 
Promethean fire was nothing to thoſe flames : 
Fame was but wealth's Elixay : every Clown 
That could get wealth, might quickly get renown, 
Though they'd intrenche their bodies with ſuch crimes; 
That they might be the ſcandall of the times, 
And had a dearth of worth, or good; yet when 
They'd pay'd for't, they muſt needs be gentlemen. 
Nay this Almighty Gold fach acts could do, 
That Lords, nay gods, were made by Angells too. 


CHAP. 


| = Mfigfor's learning or his eloquence ; 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


þ Ut thred-bare Vertue, and leanc honeſty, 
Were thought unworthy great mens company. 
A man of leagning,wiſdome, breeding, wit, 
Ar.d had.all parts that did. conduce to i ; 
Ver if his purſe were ignorart of pence, , 


Bir he muſt cringe ang creep r* each gilded Sor, 
Whoſe purſe is full, although his head be not: 
Thouſands per annum were the only glory, 
And.ſweet- fac'd Gold the winning'lt Oratory ; 
Theſe favorites of Fortune, ( thar is,fooles ) 
Whoſe ignorance did make them foes to Schaales,' 
And Schollers, nay to all. ingenious Arts; | 
That had a man-nere fo deſerving parts, 
And painfull ina calling, two, orchree, 
A! could preſerve him ſcarce from beggarie. 

| They ſo.dispos'd ir, as if 'tewere not ht, | 
Ore man ſhould.have at ance both wealth and wit : 
Ar:d yet theſe muck-wormes cannot be ſo wile, 
To ſce how fortune does Eutrapelize, 
. And givechem wealth .to plague them; good men holdy 
They-'5e ferter d{laves, although thole terters gold. 


CHAP. XIX. 


J Ow many flow- wormes had we in our Land, 
& LT wixt whom. & beaſts no difference could ſtand 
]hathaving wealth, liv'd here, and fpent their own, | 


Whoſe 


And having ſuckt/ out that (Leech-like ) are gone. I( 


q 


; 


| 
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Whoſe life ( if *twere a life ) cannot be'fonnd 
Guilty of one good AR, that might redound 
Unto their kindreds, friends, or Countries good, 
But ev'n like Belly-flaves,provide for food ; 
Whoſe minds were not emblazon'd with thoſe gifts, 
That man above a bruitiſh Creature lifts; 

They weare no {oules within, or if they do, 

They count them burthens, nay and troubles too:: 
Their bodies do; like Sodomes Apples, ſtand, 

And they but Pleonafmes of our Land. 

Luxurious wantonneſle did {till prevent 

Their naturall defire of nouriſhment ; 

They us'd Proyocatives to cat, drink, ſleep, 

From hunger, thirſt, and cold themſelves to keep. 
The Cankers and the Bellies of the State, 
Whoſe limbs ſtand uſelefle, as if out of date; 


- |And when they die, this only may be ſaid, 
| Here lies onethat was borne, that liv'd, and 's deal, 


By whom death 1s his labour ; he's na mare 
But 4 dead lump, and ſo. he was before. 


CHAP, XX. 


Ur giddy phanſy ſurfeited with pride, 

In various habit ev'n the French out-yy'd.; 
So great was our luxurious wantonneſle, 
"Twas fin the Sun ſhould twice behold one drefle. 
Faſhions had ſtill a {\ymax, clothing went 
From warme, to comely, thence magnificent. 
Our naturall haire not ſhed by Venerie, 
Was ſhav'd by Pride, avd we our heads belie 
With womens excrements ; which might be known, 
(Only becauſe we bought it ) *cwas our own; 

Leck'y 


— 26 The Brazen Age. 
-  Leck'ry firſt raught this cvillto our Nation ;- 
” Now what ic worefor necd;we weare for faſhion. 


Weby the ſhape ſcarce one from r'other knew ; 
> Such boldneſle thoſe, theſe ſuch effeminatenes 
Poffcfs d, that both ſeem'd one eAndrogenes. 
Faces bely'd with paint, and Tork pur there, 
Where nature did ac firlt write LancaFer. 
_When angry teeth fell out, and brake their ſums; 
By the pollution of their ſtinking gums, 
Begot by ſweet-meats; or that trait'tous ſawce, 
The rebell ro good ſtomacks; wholſome Lawes 
Women had Regimicnrs of teeth in pay, 
And drew our feverall Cent ries every day, 
To ſtop the Breaches; thar ſhould Poets write 
Thetr teerh were Ivory ; it may be right. 
Their heads with maſly-ruffs were bulwark'd round, 
And yoak'd in bands; which ſcarce a meaſure found. 
With ſuch impoſtures, and athouſand more, 
As if we were not prond, but pride all o're. 
This brings new ſins,new fins new plagues drary on; 
So Pride's preamble to deſtruction. 
A Kingdomes blifſe-is bur conditional; 


For whatſoever unto vicedoth tend, 
Beginsin fin, and muſt in ſorrow end: 


- , Women transform'd to men, men women grew; '! 


When rhey from Grace, they ſtraight from Glory fall] 
{xi 


| 


Thiel, 
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CHAP. I. 


Quaft round about us, is at laſt ſtept in, 


[Sever'd from other Nations by the Sea, 
And from our ſelves divided by our fin, 


{What need anenemy the walls to beat, 
IWhen the defendents ins doe ope the gate ? 
JGod, who art firſt, did man to man unite, 
{Sets man 'gainſt man,in a Cadmeas fight: 


To be above's ſuperiout Arteries; \ _. 

JThe Elements and humours, that before 

|: Made up a compound body, now no more 
JKifle in an, even tempr'ature, but try | 
IT ud- make themſelves, by their Antipathy. - 
JAnd *cauſe divided Kingdomes cannor ſtand, 
Our Lahd will be the rine of onr Land; 


That have been ham'ring it theſe many yeers, 


Tit cup of trembling, which ſo oft has bin 


JAnd we mult drink the dregson*c; we that be 


INeed now no forraign foes,wee*ve foes within. 


[Limb jarrs with limb, and every member tries - 


INow ply it home, ſtriking while th' iron's hot, 
And make our jarrs th' ingredients of their plot.. . +. 
Which b'ing concriv'd by ſome,whom Schiſm and pride 

Hid long ago inflam'd ; now phos they ſpi'd , 


The State's now quite unhirig'd ; the Ingineers, 
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. The peoples minds inclining to their will , 
Set on their wotk, and more, and more inſtill 
Sedition, by themſelves, and inſtruments, 
To fill the peoples minds with diſcontents; 
But privately a firſt; untill, at length, 
They had increas'd their number, pow'r, and ſtrength. 


% 
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Hen firſt a Meteor with a Sword breaks forth 
Into.this Iſland, from the boiſt'rous North ; 

Darting ill influences on our State; 
And though we knew not what 0 aimed at, 
They went to make us Denizons o'th' Tombs, 
While they religiouſly poſſefle our roomes : 
Theſe, from the entrailes of a barren ſoile, 
On an imagin'd wrong invade our Ifle, 
Upon pretence of Liberty, to bring 
Slav'ry to us, and raine to our King : 
Whoſe yelling throats d'ing choakr, at faft, with that 
Which cures all, Gold; they aimed art 
A private proje&, to ingape the rout 

Engliſh Scors,to bring their erids abonr, 
And ſpoile the Crown: ſo what they could not do, 
By force; by fraud, they lily work us to. 

ey cameto help us, that themſelves might get, 
are deare Brerhren ; but we pay for it. 
Hence, hence our tears, hence all our ſorrow ſprings : 
The curſe of Kingdomes, and the Batie of Kings ! 
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Hen they in publique meer,and 'cauſe they knew, 

4 All their ſucceſſe upon the people grew, 

They feel their pulſes, and their cures applic, 

Be't good or bad, {till to their phantaſie; | 

What e're they love to praiſe, and what they hate, 

In every a& to pive a jerk at that. | 

What e're they would have done, muſt not b'impos'd 

By humane Law, bur with Religion gloz'd ; 

And when Lawes penall are too weak to doit, 

Then their Lay-Levites preſſe the Conſcience to it; 

Who are maintained to preach, and pray,and pray, 

As if they had Commiſſions of Array, PPE 

From Heav'n,to make men fight;they cry, Armes,armer, 

What e're's the Text,the Uſes arc alarmes; 

Though they ſeem pale, like Envy, to our yiew, 

Their very pray rsare of a ſanguine hue. | 

And though they 've Facobs Voice, yet wedo find ... 

They 've Eſass hands(nay more) they 've Eſavs ming. 

Their empty heads are Drums, their noſes are |, 

In ſound, and faſhion, Trumpets to the warre : 

Theſe dangerons fire-brands, of curit ſedition, 

Arc Emiſlaries, to increaſe diviſion : 

Theſe make Gods Word their pander, to attain 

The fond devices of their fa&tious Brain: 

| Like Beacons, being ſer themſclyes on fire, 

In peoples minds, they uproares ſtraight inſpire. - 

Or, like the Devill, who, fince from heay'n he fell, 

Labors to pull mankind, with him, to hell : 

In this beyond the Devill himſelf they go, . 

He fow'd by night, they in the day-time fo, & 
: 4 
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They drew all faftious ſpirits to their part : 


. 


He while the Servants ſlept, did ſow his tares, 

They boldly in Gods Paſtors ſight ſow theirs. 
They've rongue-ti'd Truth, Scripture they've made a 
Where cach new Herefie may ſee his face. (glaſſe, 


CHAP. IX: 


ey make long ſpeeches, and large promiſes; 

And giving hopes of plenty, and increaſe; 
Cheriſh all diſcontented men at hand, 
To helpall grievances ; they crouch, and ſtand 
Congynng to all, and granting every Suir, 
Approve all Cauſes, FaRtions; and impute 
All ſcandallsto the Court, that they're unjuſt, 
And negligent, giv'n to delight and luſt , 
And what's done there (to give the more offence) 
They ſtill interpret in the worſer ſenſe. 
In all they make great ſhowes of what they'l do, 
They'l hear the poor, and help the needy too : 
For 1n all civill Diſcords, thoſe that are 
Diſturbers, alwaies counterfeit the care 
Of Publike good; pretending, they will be 
ProteAors of the Peoples Libertie; , 
The Priviledge o'th' State, the good o'th' King, 
The true Religion; yer all's but to bring 
Their owne defignes abour : they'l ruine all, 
That they may riſe, though the whole Kingdome fall, 
By theſe deluſions, us'd with dexr'rous Arr, 


The chiſdiſh People gazing at what's gay, 
Flock to theſe ſhowes, as to a Puppet-Play ; 
Like drunken men, they this way, that way reele, 


And turne their minds, as Fortune does her wheele. 


ll; 
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They long for noveltic, are pleas'd with ſhowes, 
And few truth, from truth-ſeeming Error knowes. 
Their love (like French-mens courage) does begin 
Like powder , and goes out, as ſoon 's tis in. 

The thing or perſon, whom they dearly love, 
Within a moment hate, and diſapprove : 

They meaſure every Aﬀtion by th* event, 

And if they're crolt by ſome ill accident ; 

Whoever ſerves them, nere thall recompence, 
Wirh all his vertuous geeds, one light offence. 

So wretched is that Prince, that Church, that State, 
That reſts upon their love, or on their hate, 

'They'l all be Kings, and Prieſts, co teach and ſway 
Their Brethren, but they can't indure t* obey, 

Nor rule themſelves ; and thar's the only cauſe, 
Why they've pluck'd down Religion, and the Lawes, 
And yet will ſettle neither; that they might 

Have faire pretences to make people fight : 

For, by this cunning, every factious mind 

Hopes to find that, to which he's molt inclin'd; 
They like Miſcellionifts, of all minds bee, 

Yet in no one opinton can agree ; 

Their Planet-heads they in Conjuncion draw, 

As empty Skullggmeet in a Golgotha, 

Each head his ſeverall ſence, though ſenſleſle all, 
And though their humors by the eares do fall, 

In this they jump, to diſobey and hate 

What ere's injoyn'd them by the Church or State: 
And all ſtrive to be Reformation-men ; 

Yer putting out one evill, bring inten, 
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mm men, that would be lictle Kings, did come: 
A_ISome led by diſcontent, b' ambition ſome: | 
Others of ruin'd fortunes, but a mind 
To pomp, to floth, and luxury inclin'd ; 
Who long'd for civill warres, that they mighe be 
Inſtal'd-in wealth, or we in miſerie : 
Theſe bobtail'd Beares, would faine like Lyons raign, 
And Clownes would drive,or ride in Charles his Wain, 
Theſe, by their greatneſſe, were the heads of Faction : 
The Commons muſt be hands, and feet of Afton, 
That maſtby force defend, if they had need, 
Their deſign ; Thus on their plots ſacceed. 

All humours ſtir*d, none cur'd ; jarr, yet conſpire, 
To be all fuell, to begin the fire; 
Some go in wantonnefle to ſee, and ſome 
Maſt go, becauſe they cannot ſtay at home ; 
Villaines, that from juſt death could not be free, 
But by the Realms publique calamitie ; 
They 're like che Milt, which nevercan increaſe, 
Bat by the bodies ruine or diſeaſe; & 
That with our money muſt recruit their cheſts, 
And only in our trouble, have their reſts ; 
Such as in luxury, in luſt, in play, 
Have prodigally'thrown their ſtates away ; 
ConviRted perſons, Bankerupc Citizens, 
That ſpend their own, and long for other mens: 
Servants, which from their Malters hither flee, 
And change their bondage for this libertie - 
Men of high thoughts, and of a deſp'rate mind, | 
Wild Gallants, whoſe vaſt thoughts were not confin'd 
To'eh' 
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To'th' Circle of the Lawes; and all, whom want 


Or guilty Conſcience made extrayagant, 

Flock'd in to make up this new Colonie, 

Where hainous Crimes had got a Jubilee ; 

And as in this, ſo "tis in every ſtage, 

Men of low fortunes envy ſtill and hatc 

The good, cxtoll the bad, they diſapprove 

All ancient Lawes, and noyelcies do lave 7 

Diſdaine their own eſtates, and enyy thole, 

Whoſe wealth above their ruin'd fortune goes. 

Theſe are ſecure from troubles, far ghey're pore, 

And, come what can, they can't be made much more. 
Nor was'c a ſmall incentiye, to behold 

How the poor Skownaretls wallowed in Gold; 

How Kingly in thejr diet and array, 

And how they dg their betters daunt and ſway, 

To whom they had heen vaſſalls heretofore, 

And been perhaps relieved from their dogre, 

This made the Peaſant, who did work far's hire, 

Or beg, or ſteal, leave ploughing, and aſpire 

To imitate the reſt as well's he can, 

Firlt ſteales a horſe, and then's a Gentleman. 

A young Phiſitian well may gueſſe th' events, 

Of medicines, made of ſuch ingredients ; 

For how unlikely is'r, things ſhould go right, 

When th' Devills Souldiers for Gods cauſe do fight, 
*'Monglſt theſe they [tole the hearty of fome that be 

True meaning men, of zcale and piety 

Though ignorantly zealous, [till po oſt 

By their ſtrange Dadtine, that none could he blcſt 

That were not Actors, who did neuters ſtand, 


| God would ſpue our ; Oppoſers out of hand 


Shoujd be cur off ; No mercy, they decreed, 
To th* Enemy, though Chrzi# mopla iatercede ; 
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- © Nopardon : but their goods, moneys and all, 
" As guerdon of their fafts to them ſhould fall. 

Wealth, pleaſure, honour, that were wont to be 

The generall ſpurrs to all Acivitie, | 

Were largely promiſ'd unto every one, 

Juſt as they found his inclination. 

It was eſteem'd an ordinary grace, 

Forbroken Cirz to get a Capraines place. 

The wealthy Citizens, whoſe glut'nous eye 

Gaz'd on the publique faith, chat Locterie, 

Though they for feare or ſhame were lothto do it , 

They'd cut down Boughs,and cry Hoſannato it: 

They brought their plate and money to this Bank, 

Hoping for Prizes,burt draw fotth a Blank. 

Themſtives relerve the Prizes, and this ſtands 

Still gaping, like the bottomlefſe Quickſands. 

You mighr track plate, like beaſts,to th' Lyons den, 

How much went in, bur none came out agen? | 

Here was our Primum mobile of woe! 

This was the Mother and the Nurſe on't too! 

Thus many were drawn in: But thoſe that were, 

Net mov'd by love, were driven on by feare. 


CHAP. VI. 


He adverſe part, perceiving their intents, 
Prepar'd them powers for their own' defence. 
The Gentry for the baſeneſſe they did do, 
Were quice diſcountenanc'd, and juſtly too : 
They grew degenerate, and Genrility 
. Was but a Nrck-Name, or a livery, 


Which every wealthy Clown might have, and weare, 


And be ſtil'd or ſoipfall. They took no care 


To 


| 


— 
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To keep their blood untainted from the ſtain 

Of vulgar ſordidnefle, and fo maintain 

The glory of their Anceſtors, that be 

Deriv'd to them from yalt eternicie ; 

But mixt the Blood that h1d inrich'd their veines, 

With each ignoble Slave, or Trull, for gaines. 

Learning, wit, vertue, birth, report, thar be 

Efſentiall baſes of Genriliie, 

Vail'd all to wealth ; and that's the Cauſe we find, 

So many rich.in purſe, ſo few in mind. 

How many Juſtices did wealth advance, 

That had nothing to ſhow, but ignorance ? 

They liv'd, like Cedars, and their drops from high 

Made th* poor, like under-woods, to {tirye and die: 

That in whar place we ſaw ſo many poor, | 

Some great man liv'd not farr, we might be ſure. 
Now theſe that ſo imperiouſly did awe, 

When they perceiv'd men did not care a ſtraw 

For their commands, but that the ſhrub began 

Tobe as ſtately as the Gentleman; 

Then they ( though not for conſcience Be) oppoſe 

Them, that t* infringe the Kingly pow'r aroſe. 

The truly noble Heroes ( for Pore be 

Two contraricties in cach degree ) 

Are by the blindfold people made to beare 

In ſuffering ( though not in (in) a ſhare; 

For when the vulgar to be Tudges come, 

Then all muſt ſuffer for the faulr of ſome. 

They quickly ſaw, when the bold SubjeR dares 

Uſurp Kings Rights, *tis time to look to theirs, 
The reg knowing little, but b'ing led 

By th' Prieſts, or Gentry, joyn to make a head 

Each as his phanſic leads him. 


Some 
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- Some ambidextrous villaines took one part, 
* _ Andyet held with the other in their hear: : 
- Such men defire our Warrs may ſtill increaſe, 
© And feare of nothing but a needy peace. 
| lean while the Newters, Jagks of both ſides ſtand, 
pyling themſelves, on both, yet neither hand, 
- Like Goddeſſes of viAtory attend, 

" Totake the Conquerors part i'th” latter end. 
\Fhoſe that are wiſeſt, were they eArgor-cy'd, 
And ( Bythiax-like ) had every eye ſupply'd 
With double ſight, yet they could hardly ſee 
Which fide to take, and fave their Bacon free. 

* Sobetwixt both, theſe civill warres ore-whelm 
Ti whole ſuperficies of this wretched Realm : 
This land that was a {anaar, while 'twas good, 
Is now the ſad Aceldama of blood, | 
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CHAP. VII. 


Nd now the great State- gameſters plainly find, 
All, either ſtir'd in body orin mind. 
The inſtruments prepar'd, to work they fall, 
Ambignous oaths ( Treaſons Originall ) 
They now invent, impoſe; Firſt men are made 
To ſweare amiſk, and then they do perſwade, 
Thoſe oaths bind them to do what theſe intend, 
Stretching poor ſoules to bring about their end. 

Now jealouſies and feares, which ficſt aroſe 
From the polluted Cenſciences of thoſe 
That were the firſt contrivers; theſe divide 
The limbs from th'Head, nay from themſelyes beſide. 
One won't confide in t'other ; this, although 
It roſe from nothing, to a world did grow. 


Nor 


. © 


Nor did it loſe by th' way ; like Balls of ſnow, 


lic bigger ſtill, as it did go, did grow. 


' Both ſeparate themſelves, and each intends 


[Piſtance, a grear advantage to their ends: 
[Thoſe, that had active bin on eirker (ide, 

{Are mutually accus'd, ſent for, denyed- 

[This makes both Rick ro what _ had begun, 


And each his courſe more eagerly did may. 
Firſt they fall ro'c by pen, which did incenſe 
Both parties with a greater vehemence ; 
From hence names fdiferace at firſt aroſe, 
And each to other made more odious : 
And the amazed people did invite 


[To lay aſide their tedious peace, and fight. 


They plainly ſaw the watr, before they could 


[Diſcern the Cauſe on; and they might behold 


Th' effets, though not the quarrel! ; they well knew 


[That they mult feel the warr, and end it too, 


Warr, like a Serpent, at the farſt, appear'd 
Without a ſting, that it might not be fear'd ; 

But having got in's head, begins to be 
The ſole Monopolit of Monarchie. 

Thus by degrees we ran from peace ; to go 
Downward, was calie ; þut b'ing once below, 
Tore-aſcend that glotious hill, where blifſc 
Sitsthron'd with Peace, oh what a labour cis, 

Our floating eyes, in ſeas of teares, may {ce 
The heav'n we 're faln from ; but our miſerie 
Does more increaſe, to Tantalize to th' brink, 
In happineſſe, when yet we cannot drink. 
Now we muſt fight for peace, whoſe worth by moſt 
Was not diſcern'd, till utterly 'cwas loſt. 
None know the good of peace, but ſuch as are 
Broil'd in the furnace of inteſtine warre. 
CHAP. VII, 
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Ow having us'd the efteminate warr of words, 
Whick did enlarge the jarrs, at length the ſwords 
Apparelling themſelves in robes of blood, 
- Sate DoQtors of the Chaire, which never ſtood 
' Toheare the Cauſe, bur quickly does decide 
All that comes near, and without skill divide 
All indrviduums. *Tis a fearfull Caſe, 
When undiſcerning ſwords have Umpires place : 
Thar have two-edg'd to wound, bur have no eye 
| To ſever Juſtice from iniquity. | 
When rage and Ignorance ſhall moderate, 
That underſtand no Syllogiſms, but ſtraight 
Turning all method into curit confuſion, 
Majors to Miners, bring both to Concluſion. 
And now the great Reformiſts only care 
Is how to help choſe milcries which were 
Of their own rearing FaQtion, like a Snake, 
Stings thoſe, from whom it did a quick'ning take. 
Firlt, all che Kingdome to a need they draw: 
Then make that need,they 've brought,their only Law, 
This Mint of Lawes ſtands not on obfervation | 
Of Statures fixc ( the Birth-righc of '-our Nation ) 
 Ir'sturn'd a warlike Councell, and no more J 
A legill Senare, as it was before. 
Now $Sal#s Popwli begins to be 
The general! Warrant ro all villanie, 
Of which themſelves are Judges ; lawleſſe need 
(The conqu'ring Rebell to all Lawes ) does plead 
A priviledge, wha c're they ſay or do, 


New nced {till make them at contrary too . ; 
F: Whe 
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Vhen any injur'd SubjeRts did complain, 

[Theſe two Lawes paramount could all maintain, 
teligion £00, aud fundamentall Lawes 

IAre both o're-ruled by a Law, call'd Canſe. 


\ 


CHAP. IX. 


5 
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0 quarrell is a working jealouſie 

Fixt in a ſever'd Kingdome, both fides be 

1So diffident of each, they*l rather die, 

Then truſt each other: ſuch Antipathie 

{Springs from this ground; SubjeRts dare ſpill the blood 

1Of their anointed Soveraign, for his good. 

1Th' ungratefull Son, forgetting natures Lawes, 

[Dares kill his Father for the good of's Caxſe. 

[rater their ſonnes; and Brothers, Kinſmen, Friends 
1Do ſeek their Brothers, Friends, avd Kinſmens ends. 
Armes, that long uſeleſle lay for want of warr, 

TAre now call'd forth, more ſummoned from farr. 

| Englip to Engliſh are become a terrour ; 

JOne wicked action isa ſeconds mirrour. 

Each ſtrives in miſchief ro tranſcend another 

{ And every Chriſtian is a Turk to's Brother. 

| Blowes ſeldome fall upon a barren ground, 

| But beare centuple crops, they ſtill rebound. 

Rage begets rage, men do in vice climb higher, 

| And all bring fuell to increaſe the fire, 

| Conſcience rejeRed, men their forces bend, 

Which ſhall the reſt in height of lin cranſcend, 

Now faith and loyalty grow out of date, 

| And Treaſon is the Gole that's aimed ar. 

The ſacred league 'twixt body and the ſoulc, 

Which Lawes preſerv'd inviolate, and whole, 
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Is daily broke; and thit ſweet Bridegroom forc'd 

From his beloved Spouſe to bedivorc'd. | 

Each man is drunk with Gallus, and growes mad : 

Nor can there Hellebore enough be had, 

To re-inſtate our reaſon in its throne ; 

Nor have we fenſe enongh to feel we've none. 

Th' Age was fo vile; the Iron Age of old 

Compar'd with ours, may be an Ape of Gold. 
We in the times of peace, like th' Occan, were 

Impenetrable, till Diviſions tare 

Us from our ſelves, and did divide us quite, 

As the Red Sea was by the [7 aelite. 

And we, like walls, facing each other; ſtand 

To guard our foes, while they devoute our Land. 

Weare like thoſe that vainly go to Law, 

Avd ſpend their Corn, while they defend the ſtraw ; 

We ſue for Titles, Caſtles in the aire, 

Egg'd on on both ſides by the Marrtiall Lawyer, 

Who dies, the Cauſe is good : but what's the fruit 5 

We ſpend the ſubſtance ro maintain the Suit. 

Art lait, we purchaſe at ſo deare a rate, 

A larger title of an empty State. 

But oh / the generall Law-Caſe of our Nation, 

Doth know no Terme, nor yet our woes Vacation. 
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Ay we tan't ſoon enouph our ſelves undo, 
But we call others in to helpus too. 
bring their pocky Whores, and do defire 


To drive us from our Land by ſword and fire. 

Theſe ſerve as Umpires, not to worke our peace, 

But that their wealth may with our Wats increaſe;. F 
F 
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for Forraipne aids, and Contributions are 

Not to conclude, but to prolong the Warre, 
[All for their own advantage; not t*expite, 

[Bat (fuel{-like ) tincreaſe the fatall fire. 

We (like the ſteele and flint) do fall by th'cars, 
And each by mutuall blowes his fellow wears : 
Mean while the Souldier (like a wily Fox) 
Purſes the golden ſparkles, which our knocks 
{$rike forth : fo we muſt all expeR no leſle 
Then certain rnine, or a ſadden peace. 

Theſe Journey-Soukdiers will expe&ta pay, 
{Nor can fair promiſes theirſtomacks ſtay : 
Plunder but blowes the flame; they will fo farce 
Ingage themſelves in our unnat'rall Warre, 
That when they end it, ic ſhall be ſo well, 
They'l take the fiſh, and give botk ſides a ſhell. 
(Phenix-like) will from out aſhes riſe, 

; [And'ris our ruine only ſatisfies 

Their blondy minds; and we may juſtly feare; 
They will have all,nort be content to ſhare. 


CHAP. X1, 


Ow direfull are th' effeAs of Civill Warre ! 
; ANo Countries, Cities, Corporations are, 

Nor Families, but their diviſion's ſo, 
That their own ſelves will their own ſelves undo. 
One's for the X3xg, and t'other for the Srates, 
And the poor Souldiers, like the Andabates, 
Fight blind-fold, ſhoor, are ſhot, are wounded, die; 
Only becauſe they do, nor knowing why. 
Yet thoſe whom rage hadharri'd on to ſhy 
{| Each other in the Exodus ofch' day, 


- 
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Breath with their ſoules their anger out, and lie 
Kiſſing, or hug cach other when they die: 

And though in life they had ſuch enmitie, 
Meet in one death, and there they. both agree. 

Two Armies now againſt themſelves do fight, 
For th' publike good, ſo equall both in might, 
That betwten both the Kingdom's like to faile, 
And both to fall, but neither to prevaile : 
Yet both in diſagreeing do conſent, 
To be the Realms continuall puniſhment. 

While ſome, like Camells, rake delight to (will 
Their ſouls ith* troubled waters of our ill, 
That are on foot oth' Kingdome, and do riſe 
When that does fall; and on our miſerics 
A Do float, like Arks, the more the waves aſpire, 
&-: The morethey dance,and are exalted higher. 
W That (Leech like) live by blood , bur let ſuch know, 
Though they live merry at the Kingdomes woe, 
*Tis a ſad Obit, when their Obſequies 
Are tun'd with Widdowes, and with Orphans cries. 
Woe be to thoſe, that did ſo far ingage 
This wretched Kingdome in this deadly rage ! 
That both ſides being ewins of Church and State, 
Should ſlay each other in their fatal) hate. 
This mountain fin will clog their guilty ſouls, | 
Whoſe pois'nous breath hath kindled all theſe coales; 
And when their ſouls do from their bodies flic, 
If they have buriall,(which they ſo defie, 
And *tis morefit their carkas meat ſhould be 
To Beaſts, whom they tranſcend in crueltic) 
Poſterity upon their rombs ſhall write, 
Better theſe men had never (cen the light : 
"Tis juſt that all Achitophels of State, 
That have his policic, ſhould have his Fate. 
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CHAP. X11. 


He Sun four times, and more, his courſe hath run, 
Since we began to ſtrive to be undone ; 
Since millions, heap'd on millions, do concur 
Tincreaſe the finewes of this too ſtrong War : 


[The glutted ground hath been parboild in bloud 


Of equall —_—_— victory hath ſtood 


"Tindiftcrent Arbiter tocither ſide, 


As if that heavn by that had ſignih'd, 

Both were in fault, and did dcſerve to be 

Both overthrowne; not:crown'd :vith vitory. 
While Saw-pit Warriours blind the peoples eyes, 
On both fides with mock-viAtories, and hies ; 

And tell us of great Conqueſts, bur they be 

Totall deteats giv'n by Synechdoche : 

VVhen one ſide is the Maſter of the held, 

Tother ſtriv'd to recruit, but not'to yceld; 

And which ſoever won, was ſure to loſe, 

The Conquelts being the Conq'rors overthrowes : 
Skirmiſhes every day, where Souldiers get 
Salmatian ſpoiles, with neither blood nor ſweat : 
To overcome by turnes both ſides agree, 

Horſes are taken, but the men go free. 

Towns have been loſt and won, and loſt and won, 
VVhole Counties plunder'd, thouſands been undone, 
All to no purpoſe: warres ſtill keep their courſe, 


[And we inſtead of better, grow far worſe: 


VVar does the nature 0*ch'eAbefon hold, 
VVhich being once made hot, growes never cold. 
VVe have a Leaſe of lives on't, our heires be 


Iatitled to our plagues,as well as we, 
D By 


"FA a 


b - *, SS 
be £4 


* Bylineall ſucceſſion. Peace is quite 


Fg? 
SAL 


The Iron Ags. 


"EjeRed from poſſeſſion of her right; 
Paſſion's like heavy bodics; dow ; a hill 
. Onceſer in motion, doe run downward ſtill : 
The Quarrell's ſtif} ipflam'd, Jealouſies 
And Fears inereaſe, Malice doth higher riſc; 
VVant comes upon us arm'd: Humanity 
Diſſolves to favageneſſe; Friendſhip doth lie 
Trod underfoor ; neither can Natures force, 
Or conſanguinity; 'beger remorſe, 
Or un-inrage mens fary; now the Sword 
Is Lord Chief Juſtice, and will not afford 
Law the'coparrnerſhip ; for none muſt be 
Primate or Metropolitan, but he. 
Lawegare but ligaments of peace, which are 
Broken (like threads) by all in time of V Varre+ 


CHAP. XI11. 


Spurr'd on by need, and ſweetned by the gaine, 
y; per Epidemical}, and ſpreads amaine. 

It ſlights the difference of friends and foes, 
And like an uncurb'd Torrente, over flowes. 
That which before was Fellonie,'s the ſame 
Only new chriſten'd with a German name. 
This violent killing men, which was ere while, 
Condemn'd for murther, now they valour ſtile. 
Oppoſing of a Parliament, they bring 

Now to be due Allegeance to the King. 

And who the Kings Prerogative do hare, 

Arc now call'd faithfull Servants to the State. 


Lundring, that firſt was licenc'd by that Cauſe, 
That turnes ev'n lawleſſeneſlc it ſelfe to Lawes, 


The 
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The King (a ſyllable that us'd to be 


Sacred ; a name that wore Divinitie) 
Is banded on the tongue ofev*ry flave, 
And moſt by thoſe co whom he quickning gave. 
The Coblers Crow hath now forgot to ling 
His ;-aigs Kairag, but cries, kill the King. 
He, on whoſe health, wealth, ſafety do depend 
Our health, wealth, ſafery, and with whoſe they end : 
He, whom the eyerlaſtin Potter choſe | 
A Veſlcll for himſelfe, is by his foes 
Scandall'd, deſpis'd : thofe Phaerons of Pride, 
Would pull him down, that they mighc up and ride. 
Our wealth, the excrement of all our toile, 
For which, in daics of peace, we did ſo moile, 
And care to rake together, 's quickly gone, 
Like a ſcrap't portion on a fcatr'ring lonng. 
Gold, which we made our God, and did adore, 
Is but a cauſe ro make our Plagnes the more ; 
The worldlings Mammon, which (he did ſuppoſe ) 
Made him nor love his friends, nor teare his foes, 
Is now his ſnare ; nay *tis become a (in, 
Now to have wealth, which heretofore hath been 
Our only vertue. We call thoſe good men, * 
That ſwell'd with goods,nor goodnefſe;now 'tis grown 
Our only innocence, if we have none. 
| he idle Souldicr doth devoure the ſtore 
That parnfull men have labour'd for before ; 
Unſtock the grounds, and clean deface the fields ; 
Th'antucor'd ground ſcarce any haryeſt yeelds. 
The grafle for want of Cattel), dries away, 
And without Jabour turaes it fe!fe to hey :; 
Corn while it growes, is cat or trodden downe; 
Or if it happen to be reap't or mowne, 
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Right owners do but toile the more about ir, 

To bring't to them, themſelves muſt go without it ; 
They work, fare, lic hard, all co maintain Knaves, 
So thar at beſt, they are but Troopers flaves ; 

And now in them 15 Adams curſe made good, 

They with much labour get a little food. 

Some men will toile no more to till the ground, 
Becauſe no profit of it does redound 

Unto themſelves, or (which is worſe) for want 

Of Horſe or Hinds, thoſe that would do it can't. 


CHAP. XIIII, 


LL which do uſher in a famine, that 

Combs ſeldome unattended ; Graves grow fat, 

When Caprtaine Lack comes with his hungry Troop 

Of fell diſeaſes, and takes people up 

To viQuall death a Garriſon ; then all 

Thar *ſcape the Sword, muſt by the Famine fall. 

We,to our griefe, ſhall find that Axiome true, 

Who die without the ſword, die by it & too. 

Need will create new foes, for hunger growes 

A warrant to all villany, and knowes 

No Property norRight ; wrongs legall be 

By chat authentick Law, Neceſhitie, 

Spurr'd on by this, no man will paſſe or care, 

So he may have't, from whom, how, when, or where. 
Commanders make a mizmaze of the Warre, 

And all their battells ſubtle motions are. 

If one remove his men, the other will 

Move after him, and ſo they follow till ; 

Bur yet they have a Precept, that confines 

Each'in the compaſle of their mutuall Lines, 


And 


_— 


The Iron Age. 47 


And not moleſt each other; they agree 

To ſhare our goods, and ſet each other free, 

By mutual] change. Thus that great Tdoll (anſe, 

To whom they've ſacrific'd the mangled Lawes 

| [Of God and Man, is but a cunning paint, 

To make a Devill ſeem a heav'nly Saint. 
While we like Turkiſh ſlaves, are bought and fold, 

Impriſon'd and releas'd, and all for Gold, 

From one to t*other : Now we need not feare 

Algier abroad, we have too many here ; 

And what ere they pretend their quarrells are, 

They only fight which ſhall have greateſt ſhare 

In our eſtates, by rapine, and by itealth ; bb: 

And thus they mean they fight forth Commonwealth. 

This lacks a houſe, and that deſires a field, 

And new injoyments new delires do yeeld ; 

The Vicors know nor modeſty, nor meaſure | 

Of their defires, but their gain, pompe, and pleaſure : 

No moderation bridles or keeps in 

The head-(trong force of a prevailing fin. 

| | And che Commanders too, that ought to be 

The Remora's to tht Souldiers crueltic, 

Sometimes tranſcend the reſt in vice, as farre 

As they b' Authority above them are. 

Beggars on horſe-back, that no art can do, 

Whereby we may them from inferiours know, 

But by their injuries, and thoſe do ſtand 

, | A8a ſure Argument of their Command. 

Nor fight they as our Anceſtors did fight, 

By force, to get our Law-denied right; _ 

Bur cauponate the Warre; they ſell and buy 

A Town, a Caſtle, or a Victory. 

What erc an Enemy (hall do ot ſay, 

8 all forgiven, if he wvitl bur pav. NG” 
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© Theſe Garriſons are Sanfuaries ſtill, 

© To ſhelcer thoſe, that do, and maintain ill. 
They *re Purgatories too; we go abour 

To bring in Popery, while we drive it out. 


» 


CHAP. XV. 


Nd yet theſe Souldicrs go t' undo us quite, 
: £ And ſteale our reaſon, as they have our right : 
Both ſay they fight for our Religion, 
And Laws, which all our ſafety ſtands upon ; 
Yet they'ld bewitch us ſo, we hould not ſee, 
That by chis warr both violated be, 
Unlefle we take prophaneneſle for the true 
Religion, and injury for due. 
If priſonment be libercy, and peace 
Be made by open warres: if truth increaſe 
By new broach't herelics ; then Churches are 
Maintain'd by blood, and Kingdomes rul'd by warre, 
IF in thoſe two a Gordian knot were knit, 
'Tis fit that wiſdome then ſhould open it, 
And not the ſword. Warr is the Common nurſe 
Of Barbariſme ; Souldiers add curſe to curle : 
Thoſe rude Profcftors o'th' reforming Trade, 
How unfic inſtruments will they be made 
To re&ifie the Church, that hardly name ' 
God, but in Oaths, when winc or wrath inffame 
Themſclves above theraſelves : or if there are 
Men of more conſcience, then the reſt, or care, 
'Tis buc to gloze theic Aftions ; we all fee 
Their courſes are full of impierie. 
How can we exerciſe Religion now, 
When want oi Lawes doth liberty allow 


To 
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To all prophaneneſſe? Such lewd men as they 

Have made the Wart a Common Holiday 

To all licentiouſneffe, We hardly can 

Serve God atighrt ( ſo vile is every man; ) 

Nor live upriphtly in ſuch times as theſe, 

Being ſo wicked in the daies of peace, 

Is this Religion, when each Souldier dares 

Become a Biſhep, to correQ our Prayers, 

And new-coine all out orders? each retaines 

Apublique Synod fn his faions/braines; =» 

Temples which'pious Fathers have credted - 

For Divine V Vorſhips, how arc'they rejected } 

Made ſtalls fot horfe and men (more beaſts then-they } 

Where God did feed his flock, hotſe feed on hey. | 

Garmenrs to Ohnxches giv'n by 'Saimes, t* adortic 

The Shcep, by facitieg ions Wolves are worhe: 

And hatmtcffe Railes, which taod mvhe defence 

O'th' Tadle,from Trrey Tent viddence, "He 

They have thrown Yown ; as if they wonld allow 

No railing, but fachas from Pabpets flow, 

VVho ere but ſees theſe as, muſt needs allow 

Gods Houſe was n'ere more det of thieves, then now, 
Such bad cffeAs, or more peraivious Farr, 

VVe muſt expe, when an ecernall V Varr 

Cures a divided Church ; the victorie ne 

VVill prove more peſtilent then the War can be, 


CHAP. XYI, 


Ld Lawes cannot be us'd, or new ones made, ) , 
V'Vhen pgenerall lawlefletefie doth all inyade, 
Cuſtome and Liberty have madermens mind 
Uncapable of curbs F chat ſhpptd/vwe find, PadLo, 
D 4 Lawey 
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Lawes re-eſtabliſh'd with a pow'r to ſway 

Men are more prone to ſuffer, then t* obey. 
The eylefle Sword *s unable to decide, 

But with it's ewo-edg'd skill ic doth divide 

The Cljent, not the Cauſe-; Our Liberties 

Which they pretend co ſave, before our eyes 

Are till infring'd; they ev'ry day divorce 

Us from our livings, by that law call'd Force. 

Nor have we Judges, to appeal for right, 

Nor law to live by, but a greater Might : 

That ſhould we y 9am courſes purchaſe peace, 

*'Twould be dear bought at ſuch high rates as theſe. 

Nor would Ithank their bounty, that preſent 

Food, when my body is by famine ſpenc : 

And all theſe woes ( the more t'augment our Curſe ) 

Are but ſad Prologues to an A that's worſe. 

Yet though our woes be great, and ſtill increaſe, 

We're not defirous, nor prepar'd for peace ; 

But fo bewitched wich their fawning knavery, 

We bind our ſelvesto an eternall ſlavery : 

For if that any peacefull Treaties are, 

Thoſe mannage them that have begun the war; 

. And how unlikely is, it ſhould ſucceed, 

When MalefaRors judge, and Traytors plead. 


CHAP. XVII. 


He loyall _ mourn, and prieve to ſee 
The Realm deſtroy it ſelfe by policie, 


To prevent ruine; and will be as far 

From blowing, as from kindling this our war ; 
Not out of cowardiſe, or fear ro die, 

But they deſire to have a reaſonwh y 
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This Realm is not better preſetv d by peace, 
Then by ſuch ruine-bringing wars, as theſe: 

They ſee no cauſe ſo great, why 'twas begun, 

As now they doe, why it ſhould ſoon be done: 
They love the King in carnelt, and believe, 

His preſence doth a perfect eſſence give 

To Parliaments ; which though they don't adore; 
They duly honour, and do wiſh for more, 
Though not for ſuch : and they think chem to be; 
If right, the Kingdomes ſole felicity. 

They think them not omnipotent, but be 

Men, Subjedts, prone to err, as well as we. 
They love Religion, and don'c hold it fit, 

To have it alter'd by each Cockſcombs wit. 

They would not have it puppeted with ſhowes, 
Nor rudely ſtript ſtart naked of its Cloths ; 

As if there were no better way to cure 

A Lethargy, but with a Calenture. 

The Surplice, which ſo much is rail'd upon, 
And term'd by ſome the Whore of Babilon ; 
Wiſe men will rot believe 'tis ſo; or wer't, 
Whores ſmocks will ſerve to make a Rogue a ſhirr, 
Orif whores do weare ſmocks, we do not know, 


| Why honeſt people ſhould not weare ſome too. 


It is not zeale of thoſe that rob us of it, 


But *cauſe 'twas whoriſh, therefore they do love it. 


Oft Preaching is not counted an offence, 
Leaſt Treaſon and Sedition flow from thence : 
For it is known; they chat do FaQtion teach, 


w_ 


May ( what d*ce call*r ) but neither pray nor preach. 


Good Preachers are as contrary to theſe, 

As is our Zenith to th' eAntipodes, 

Thoſe like not peace, that go about to draw 
The Goſpell from agreement with the Law, 


And 
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And would have fo much difference betwixt 
Theſe ewo,as *trveen their Doarine and their Text: 
Tis our deſire to make them friends againe, 
That ſo the Goſpell may the Law maincaine. 
They are (chough two) orie Word, and ſhould agree; 
As their two Authors, in one unicie, 
We hate Court-lazy-Clergy,and withall 
The new State-Levites, too pragmaricall. 
We pray for peace, the Phyſick of our Nation, 
Not ſprung from Warr, but from Accomodation. 


CHAP. XVII. «| 
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V y then ? you tottring Baſes of our Land, 
Who at this wave-toſt Kingdomes Seerne doc 

Why did you firſt begin? why do you till (ſtand; 

With all your force ſtrive to prolong our ill ? 

Can't all ourſad Petitions? can our charmes 

Of people, groaning under the Alarmes 

of bloodie broiles, nor ſliughter'd Subjects cries, 

Move you toend our endleflc miſeries ? , 

Sheath up your Swords, and let your quatrellsceaſe, 

Or drow themſelves in a deſired peace. 

The King and State are individuall, 

And both mult needs decay, if one do fall. 

They re like the twins of 014 Hypocrates, 

'Both live together, both rogether ceaſe. 

And whart a glorious criumph 'tis tro ſee \ 

Both Prince and People Kkifle in Unitie ! 
Our God is all-ſufficient, and as far 

In peace he's to be truſted, as in war ; 

He can as well wiſdome beſtow,'and $kill,” 

To trear, as pow'c to fight; and ashe will, 


Both 
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G Both have ſucceſle. 'Tis man-like to conteſt 


By diſputation ; force is for a Beaſt: 


[Thoſe that do fave a State from periſhing, ' 


Do truly love the Kingdome and the King, 
And as much honour will ro thole accrne, 
That ſave a Kingdome, as that gaine a new. 
You that arc call'd divine ; nay Gods, why thets 
Do you degenerate to worſe then men? 
And have no ſhare of what ſhould in you be, 
The chief of Attributes, jult Clemency ? 
sr not as great a glory, to forget 


| An ivjury, as take revenge for it ? 


The injur'd Subje&t would be gl1d to heare 
That muruall love might triumph over feare, 
What if we have been injur'd heretofore? 
Muſt we, to help us, make our wrongs the more ? 
If we were wet er ſhall we deſire 
No remedy, but a conſuming fire ? 
And can there be no temperate Region knowne, 
Betwixt the Frigsd, and the Torrid-Zone ? 
War is a pleaſant Theme to thoſe that do 
Not what it is, nor what ic bringeth, know. 
But they will get as much thac firſt began 
Theſe broiles, as he that ploughs the Ocean ;; 
Nothing but ſtormy Billowes. War's a Play, 
Which both the Stage and Aﬀtors will deſtroy, 
'Tis like an Eſtridge, hor, and can digeſt 
Men that are valiant, men of Iron breſt. 

VVould you ve Religion? 'tis no godly courſe 
To write upon mens conſciences by force, 
Faith 1s deſtroy'd, and Love that cemented 
The Head and Members, now from both is fled. 
VVhere's then our hope ? God did not hold it good; 
Chat hands which had bathed themſelves in blood, 


Though 
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( Though in a lawfall war ) ſhovld ever build 
A Temple to his name: mens braines are hll'd 


With FaQtion ſo that all who lent a hand F: 


To uncreate Religion , which did ſtand 
Eſtabliſhed by Law; now eachis left 

To his own fancy, how he pleaſe to hav't. 
Now here will be no Church, each pate will be 
A Crofle to ChriF3, a ſerond {alvarie. 

Nor can the earth bring any fruit that's good, 
When it is dung'd with its own Childrens blood. 
But how melodiouſly the accents ſound 

Of Peace, when full-chapt plenty does rebound; 


And anſwer like an Eccho! = 


Peace is the Nurſe of Truth, the ſtrength of Lawes ; 
Law, Truth, and Peace, are all Synonoma's. 

This is the good mans darling, from this ſprings 
The wealth of SubjeRt, and the grace of Kings. 


CHAP XIX. 
Ut an utibiaſs'd reaſon may ſuppoſe 
Which fide, by th* Sword, docs prove victorious; 
Will ſo inſult o're his inſlaved foe, 
That whatſoever does but make a ſhow 
Of leaning ro'c, though in it ſelfe moſt good, 
Will without Law or Reaſon be withſtood. 
Which (ide ſoc're doth rife by to'thers fall, 
Will RiH remain too great, and that too ſmall : 
And ſuch a vitory it ſelfe will be 
A greater war, a longer miſerie. 
or thould the King prevail, tis to be fear'd, 
We juſtly are from Patliaments caſhicr'd: ; 
| An 
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And without thoſe what can we look for, lefle 
Then an untrue, or elſe aſlaviſh peace ? 


fo while we pole away his naturall power, 
e 


's periwig'd with greater, then before. 
Tis the beſt conqueſt, when the Prince is Lord 
Of's peoples hearts,by love,not by the Sword. 
For what's the King with a full pow'r to ſway, 
When there are left no SubjeRts to obey ? 
And if the war to th States a conquelt brings, 

Have at Prerogatives, and pow'r of Kings. 
For when the Realm is in confuſion run, 

As it mult be, when ere the war is done, ) 

he people, being victors, we ſhall find, 
As various in deſires, as they're in mind: 
They'l be controlling (till, and {till aſpire 
To limit Legall Pow, not their deſire: 
And when their Votes are granted, are as far 
From b'ing contented with t, as now they are. 
Both King and Magiſtrate mult look to raign 
No longer then they dotheir wills maintain : 
And that Great { owncell ( if they did intend ) 
Can't bring the ſtubborn people ſo to bend 
T authoricy, that any King ſhall ſway 
By fixed Lawes, they loyally obey; 
No more then Pilots on the ſtormy ſeas, 
Can guide their cap'ring veſſclls, where they pleaſe. 
So we ( like fooles) while we do Scy/la ſhun, 
Do headlongly into Charybdis run, 
For if we can't indure t* obey one King, 


| What ſhall wedo if we a thouſand bring ? 
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Ow ſad our Caſe is now ! how full of woe ! 
L IL We may lament, bur cannot ſpeak, or know: 
Our God, in whom our peace, our plenty lay, 

In whom we liv'd, on whom we fixt our ſtay. 
Who being pleas'd, our foes became our friends, 
( All their defignes conducing to his ends ) 

Is highly now incenc'd, and will no more 

,Owa us for's people, as he did before; 

Burt hath deliver'd us to th*kands of thoſe 


That are our Gods, our Kings, our Kingdomes foes. 


And we *rc involved in ſo many evills, 


That men turn Souldiers, and the Sovldicrs devyills: 


*Tis he that all this variance did bring, 

The King *gainſt us, and we againit the King. 
A King, {o good, fo gracious, fo divine, 
That ( if *rwere poſliblz ) he doth out-fhine 
The glory of his Anceſtors, yer he 

Is bundled up in our Calamitie, 

Better ten thouſands of his Subjedts fall, 
Then he whoſe life 's th* Znchiridion of all. 


Our Councell's chwarting, and our Clergy heady, 


Gentry divided, Commonalty unſteady ; 
Thar alwaies to the riſing party run, | 
Like ſhadowes, Ecchoecs to the {Hining Sun. 
Religion rent with Shiſmcs, a broken State, 

Our roo conful'd, and thoſe, that hate 
The Realm, ſtil] undermining, thoſe that brought 
A civill war,which all our ill hath wrought. 

The King in danger ; and the Kingdome roul'd 
Into incvitable ruine, ſold 
Ynto her foes. 


Commerce 
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Commerce and trade,the.ſinews of a State, 
ſhe bane of poverty, growes,out of dare z 
Learning's negleRed ; and the Heptarchy 
& [Of liberall Arts, all unregarded lie. 

- [Our wealth decaics, yet Souldiers ſtil] increaſe, 

| Iſhe more we fight, the farther off from peace; 
Pnited Kingdomes jarring, and our foes, 
Laugh at, and labour to increaſe our woes : 
A generall jealouſie, inteſtine hate, 
Twixt ſeverall Membess of one wretched State. 
Both pretend Peace and Truth, yer both oppoſe ; 
Which, till both do agree on't, no man Knowes., 
+ [Trurh is the Child of peace; the golden mean 
Twixt two extremes,which both lides part from clean. 
The poor, that beg'd relief from door to door, 
Are like to pine; cach rich man to be poor, 
And many Chriſtians are expvs'd ( we lee ) 
Unto the more then baib'rous Crueltie 
Of the remo;lelefle Souldicrs, who run on, 
Like torrents, uncontrolled, and are-grown 
Quite prodigall o'th* guilcJcfle blood they draw, 
Emboldned by tbe filepce of the Law. 
' [Streets ring with ſwearing, one oath brings another, - 
As if one were the Eccho unto t'ather. 
[Nor age, norſex, nor quality they ſpare, 
They 're not allur'd by love, nor aw'd by feare. 
The C aroliFs, and the Ratunditie 
Both muſt be blended in one miſerie. 
They rack, hang, torture men on either ſide, 
To make chem tell where they their gold do hide. 
And lovely Ladies crics do fill the aire, 
- | While they are drag'd about the houle, by th' haire. 

Some ravith'c, others rob'd of their attire, 

Whoſe naked beauty flames their baie defire ; 


c And 
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And when they have deflour'd thoſe ſpotleſle ſoules, 
| They butcher them:Whole Townes calcin'd to coles: 
Children that from their mothers firſt came hither, 
Are with their mothers by them nail'd rogerther. 
From wounded heartsa bloudy ocean ſprings, 
The King bleeds in our wounds, we in the Kings. 
Slain bod ies naked lie, and ſcarce can have 
A Chriſtian Buriall, Kings ſcarce a grave. 
Nor have we Zoars to fly to, from1ll, 
Bur muſtſtay in this Sodowe, come what will, 
Where we in floating blood ſurrounded lie, 
Like Iflanids in a ſea of miſerie: 
' Nor have we cither Bulwarkes, Forts, or Armes, 
To ſtand bertwixrt our fences and our harmes, 
Bar our bare skulls ; no Trumpers, bur our cries, 
And thoſe can't kelp, though caſe our miſeries. 
Complaint'san eaſement to a burden'd ſoule, 
That vents by retaile, what we feel in whole ; 
So on th' Hydrasla's of our dropli'd eyes, 
We (Swan-like) fing at our own Obſequies. 
We powre ont tears, and having ſpent our ſtore, 
We weep againe, *cauſe we can weep no more : 
Yet all in yain, our griefs do ſtill extend, 
And know no meaſure, nor our ſorrowes end. 
Nay, which is more, thoſe that ſhould help all this 
Labour to make*t more wofull then ir is. 
Peace we may labour for, but nere ſhall ſee, 
Till men from pride and ayarice be free, 
Which ſince we ſo deſire, and cannor find, 
Let's make a ladder of our peace of mind, [ dwell, 
By which wee*l skale that Throne, where peace doth 
Roab'd with ſuch joys, which none can think nor tell; 
Which netther vice can break, nor time decay ; 
Nor Schiſme, nor Treaſon ever take away. 


O det Deus bis quog, finem. 
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Poſtſcript. 
To his judicious Friend, Mr. ]. H. 
FRIEND, 


[ Have anvil'd out this 1r9n Age, 
Which I commu, not to your patronage, 


Bot $kill and Arr , for, till * be fyl'd by you, 


Twill ſeem ill- ſhap' tina judicious view : 


But, having paſt your teſt, it ſhall not feare 
The bolt of Criticks,nor their venom'd {| 


Nay (if you think i; {0) I ſhall be bold 
To ſay, *tis not an Age of 1r'n, but Gold, 


A.C. 
Eidem. 


F* Liber eſt mundus, homines fane(Hockine)Ferſas 


Invenies paucos bic, ut in orbe, bonos, 


Owen, Ep, 
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| Even for that vertue which was rais'd ſo high, 


n E ab. . 
2 e , 
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To my Lord Lievtenant of 
Ireland. 


Hg: much you may oblige, how much deligh6- 
The wiſe and le world you die to night 5 
Would you like ſome grave ſullen Nor die , 

Juſt when the Triumphs for the Vicorie 

Are ſetting out ; would you die now t* eſchew 
Our Wreaths, for what your wiſdome'did ſubdne 7 
And though they 're bravely fitted for your head; 
Bravely diſdaih to weare them till you are dead? 
Such Cynick, glory would out-ſhine the Jighe 

Of Grecian greatneſle, or of Roman height. 

Not that the wiſe and noble can defire 


[ To loſt the objeR they ſo much admire : 


But Heroes and Saints muſt ſhift away 


þ7eic fleth, ere they can get a Holy-day : 
: 


Then like to Time, or Books feign'd Regiſters, 


| Victors, or Saints, renown'd in Calenders , 


You mult depart,to make your value khowne ; 
You may be lik'c, bur not ador'd till gone. 

So cuiſt a Fare hath humane excellence, 

That abſence ſtill maſt raiſe it to our ſence : 


{ Great vertue may be dang'rous; whilſt *tis here, 
| It wins to love, but it ſubdues to feare : 


The mighty F«liws, who ſo long did ſtrive 
At more then man, was hated whilſt alive: 


When dead;ic made him ſtraight a Desty. + oo 
E 2 Ambaſſadory 


- Ambathdors, that carry in their breaſt 

A” 2-5 Ty THE b 

= Secrets of Kings and Kingdomes Intereſt, 

> - Have not their calling full preheminence, 

> Fill they grow greater by removing hence : 

Like SubjeQs, here they bur attend the Crowne, 


y Lord, in a dull calme the Pilot growes 
FA o no citeem for what he as or knowes, 
Su fics'negleed, as he uſelefie were, 

\\Or con'd his Card, like a young Paſlenger : 
\ But when the filent winds recover breath, 
When ſtormes grow loud, enough to waken death, 
Then. were he abſent, every Trathquer 
Would with rich wiſhes buy his being there, 
So in a Kingdome calme you leave no rate, 
Burt riſe to value in aſtorme of State. * 
e Yer Irecant; I beg you would fogive, | 
* That in ſuch times I muſt ay Kay you live : 
, For with a ſtorm we all arc over-caſt, 


Should you now die, that only know to ſteere, 

The winds would lefſc af: vs then our feare : 

- Foreach ſmall States-man then would lay his hand 
Upon the Helm, and {truggle for Commaud, | 
1ill the diſorders that above do grow, 

Provoke our curſes, whilſt we ſtun below. 


aXetiwell like Kings Companions when they *re gone: 
$ 


: And Northerne ſtormes are dangerous when they laſt, 
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*Ve been Sir, where ſo many Puritans dwell, 

That there are only more of them in Hell; 
Where (ilenc'd Miniſters enough were met 
'To mtke a Synod; and may make one yet. 
Their bleſſed liberty they've found at laſt, 
And ta}k'd for all thoſe years of lilence paſt, 
Like ſome half-pin'd, hot hunger-ſtaryed men, 
Who when they next get vicualls, ſurfer then, 
Each Countrey of the world ſent us back ſome, 
4 Like ſeverall winds, which from all quarters come, 
| To make aſtorme: As't haps, 'cis Sunday too, .., 
And their chicf Rabbjes preach. To Church I go, 
VVhere, that we men more patiently may heare 
Non-ſenſe, to God at firlt he ſpeaks it there. 
He whines now, whiſpers {traight,and next does roare, 
Now drawcs his long words, and now leaps them ore, 
Such various voices I admir'd, and faid, 
Sure all the Congregation in him praid. 
'Twas the moſt tedious Soule, the dulleſt he, 
That ever came to Doctines twenty three, 
And nineteen Uſes. How he drawes his Hum, 
And quarters Haw; talks Poppy and Opium ! +04 

E 3 No 


"hi A. Satyre 
er a mans eyes could open keep; ' 
- YAIL4 y hee'd have preach'd aſleep 
- -—Inhalf an houre. The Wald, O Lewd, he crics 
-  "Entewarnmeſſe : And this melts the Womens eyes. 
= ey ſob aloud, and ſtraight aloud I ſnore, 


” ,,Tlakind fam tells me the dangers o're. 
+ -"Flelh'd here with this eſcape, boldly to th'Hall 
2 \"T venture; where 1 meet the Brethren all. 

-  _ Fifftthere tothe grave Clergie I am led, 

”” » By Wharſocver tile diſtinguiſhed, 

= _ Whether moſt reverend Batchellors they bee 
Of Art, or reverend Sophs, or no Degree. 

 Nextftand the wall-eyed Siſters all a row, 

_. Nay their ſcald-headed children they come too: 

_ And mingled amongſt theſe ſtood gaping there,, 
Thoſe few Lay-men that not o'th' Clergy were. 
Now they diſcourſe; ſome ſtories here relate 

© - Of bloodic Popiſh Plots againſt the State : 

- YVVhichby the Spirit, and proyidence, no donbr, 
The men that made have found moſt ſtrangely out. 
Some blame the King, athers more moderate, ſay, 
Hee's a good man himſelf, bur led away: 

The women ripold wounds, and with ſmall teares 

Recouiit the lofſe of the three Worthies Eares. 
Away you fooles, *twas forthe good o'ch men ; 
They nere 'were perfet Rownd: beads untill then. 

But againſt Biſhops they all raile; and 1 
$aid boldly, Yde defend' the Hierarchy: 

To tl'Hierarchy they meant no harm at all, 

But root, and branch for Biſhops ; to'c we fall ; 

T like, a foole, with reaſon, and thoſe men 
YVith wreſted Scripture: 4 ſlic Deacon then 

Thruſt in his Eares, ſo ſpeakes th' Apoſtle too : 

How ſpeakes hee friend ? nor i” th* noſe like you. 


Straight 
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Strait a She-zealot raging to me came, 
And faid, o*cth what d* you call it party I am; 
| Biſhops are limbs of Antichriſt, ſhe cries : 
Repent,repent, good woman, and be wiſe, 
The Devill will have you elſe, that I can tell, 
Believ't,and poach th'eggs o'thoſe eyes in hell. 
An hidious ſtorm was ready to begin, 
When by moſt bleſſed Fate the meat came in, 
But then ſo long,. ſo long a Grace is ſed, « 
That a good Chriſtian when he goesto bed, ' 
Would be contented with'a ſhorcer prayer : 
Oh how the Saints injoy'd che creatures there ! 
Three Paſties in the minute of an houre, | 
Large,and well wrought, they root and branch devour, 
Asglibly as they'd ſwallow down Church-Land ; 
Jn vain the leſſer Pies hope to withſtand, 
On Geece and Capons, with what zeale they fed ? 
And wond'ring cry, A goodly bird indeed! 
Their ſpirits thus warm*d,all che jeſts from them came, 
Upon the names of Laxd, Dack,, Wren and Lamb, 
Canons and Biſhops Sees; And one moſt wiſe, 
I like this innocent mirth at dinner, cries, 
Which now by one is done ; and Grace by two z 
The Bells ring, and again to Church we go. ' 
Four Pſalms arc ſung, (wiſe times no doubt they be, 
When Hopkins jultles out the Liturgie) 
Pſalms, which if David from his ſeat or bliſſe 
Doth heare, he little thinks they're meant for his. 
And now the Chriſtian B 4jazet begins; 
The ſuffering Pulpic groans for 1/-aels fins: 
Sins, Which in number many though they be, 
And crying ones, are yer lefle lond then he : 
His ſtretch*d-our voice ſedition ſpreads afar, 
Nor does he onely teach, but at a war ; 

E 4 He 


po. Aaye 
= [Iwe: * againſt the SLate, Church, le arging, ſence, 
” And relolves 29 gain H&ll by violence. | 

” Down, dowa ev/gco the groynd mult all things go, 
* There was ſome hope the Pulpit would down too. 
+» Work on, work ov good zeale, but ill I fay, 

> Law forbids chreſbing thus g'ch' Sabbath day. 
 Anhourlalts this rwo handed prayer, and yet 

a kind fiilable from him can Heave n get, 

Till co the Parliament he comes ar laſt ; 

Juſt at char bleſſed word his furie's paſt : 

And here he thanks God ina loving tone, 


- 


But Las4; and then he mounts: All's not yet done ; , 


No, would ic weregrhink I,;but-much I feare 
Thacall will not be-done this two houres here : 
For nqw he comes to, As you ſpall find it writ, 
Repeacs his Text, and takes his leave of it ; 

And ſtraight to-his Sermon, in ſuch furious-wile, 
As made it iwhat chey call'r, an Exerciſe. 

The Pulpic's bis hot Bath : the Brethrens cheere, 
Rolt-beefe, Minc'c-py, and Capon reek ont here. 
Oh how, he whips abour ſix yecres ago, 

When ſuperſtitzous decency did grow 

So much in faihioa ! How he whets his fiſt 
Agiinlt che name of Altar, and of Prieſt / 

The yery name, in his 0ut-ragious hear, 

Poore innocent Yox ad placirum how he beat ! 

' Next he cuffs out Ser-prayer, even the Lords, 
It binds the Spirit, he fates, 2s *cwere with cords ; 
Even with-Whip-cords. Next mult authority go, 
Authority's a kind of binder too. 

Firſt, then he intends to breath himſelf upon 

Church- government ; have at the King anon. 
The thing's done {traight, in poor (ix minutes ſpace 
Titus and Timothy have loſt their place ; 


- 


Nay 
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ay with th' Apoſtles too it e'en went hard, 

1 their authority two thumps more has mar'd ; 

auland $. Peter might be ſure 0* ch' doome, 

' Koew but this Lion Dunce they'd bin at Rome. 

Now to the State he comes, talk an alar'm, 

nd at th* malignant party flings his arme ; 

Defies the King, and thinks his Pulpir full 

s ſafe a place for't, as the Knight does Hull. 

hat chough no Magazine laid in there be, 

Scarce all their Guns can make more noiſe then he. 

Plots, plots he talks of, jealoulies, and feares. 

JThe politick Sajnts ſhake their notorious cares; 

[Till time, long time ( which doth conſume and waſt 

All things) to an end this Sermon brought at laſt. 
What would you have good ſoules?a reformation? 

Oh by all means; but how ? o*ch newelt faſhion; 

Apretty ſlight Religion,cheap, and free, 

I know not how, but you may furaiſhe be 

At /pſwich, «Amfterdam, or a Kingdom neere, 

Though to ſay truth, yon paid for't there too deare : 

No matter what it colts , wee'l reform though ; 

yThe Prentices themſelves will have it ſo. 

[They'le root our Popery whatsfever come, 

It is decreed ; nor ſhall thy fate, O Rome, 

Refi+ their Vow : They'le do't to a haire ; for they, 

Who if upon Shrove- Tucſday, or May-day, 

Beat an old Bawd, or fright poor Whores they cou'd, 

Thought themſelves greater then their Founder Lad, 

Have now vaſt thoughts, and ſcorn to ſet upon 

Any Whore lefle then her of Babylon. 

They'c mounted high,contemne the humble play 

Of Cat, or Football, on an Holiday 

In Finesbuyry Fields : No,'tis their brave intent 

IViſely t' adviſe the King, and Parliament : 


The 
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The work in hand they'le diſapprove or back, 
3 cry i'th* Reformation, Whar d* you lack ? 


.If Biſhops bave a Righr Divine or no ? 


Or can they ſweep their doors, and ſhops ſo well, 


Aad for to cleanſe a State as yet not tell? 
' No; ſtudy andexperience makes them wiſe, 
Why ſhold they elſe watch late, and early rife : 


Their wit ſo flowes, that when they think to take 


But Sermons notes, they oft new Sermons make: 
In Cheapfide-Croffe they Baa! and Dagon ſee, 
They know *cis gilt all ore as well as we. 
Befides, fince men did that gay Idol! reare, 
God has not bleſt the Herbwives trading there. 
Go on brave Heroes,and performe the reſt, 
Increaſe your fame each day a yard at lealt, 
Till your high names are grown as glorious full 
,. the four crazy" Sway + at the Bull : 
0 may your goodly Eares ſtill prickant grow, 
And <a bold Faire Teveake ro marre the ſhow; 
'- So may your Morefields Paſtimes never faile, 
And all the Townes about keep mighty Ale ; 
Ale four own ſpirits to raiſe, and 
A Thehungry coinefſe of your Miſtreſſes : 


kes t' appeaſe 


So may rare Pageants grace the Lord-Mayors ſhow, 


And none find out that thoſe are Idolls too. 
So may you come to ſleep in Fur ar laſt, 


And fome Smettymnxan, when your daies are paſt, 


Your funerall Sermon oe houres rehearſe, 
And Heywoog ſing your aQts in lofty verſe. 
.—> Burt ſtay ; who have we next ? mark and 
The women with a long Petition come; 
\ Mans underſtanding is not halfe ſo grear, 
Th' Apple of knowledge *cwas they firſt did ear. 


Firſt 


they whole Shopbooks write, and yet not know /: 


give roome, : 
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Firſt then Pluralities muſt be ta'ne away; » } 
Men may learn thence to keep two wives,they ſay; 

{Next Schollerſhip and Learning muſt go down; \ 

Oh fie! your ſex ſo cruell rothe Gown ? 

ou don't the kindnefſe of ſome Schollers know ; 

The Cambridge women will not have it ſo. 

Learning's the Lamp of th* Land, that ſhines ſo bright, 

Are you ſ*immodeſt to put out the light? | 

This is a Conventicle trick, What's next ? 

Dh with the Churches ſolemne formes ther'r vext, 

The ſign 06'th Croſſe the forchead muſt nor beare, 

| Twas only you were born to plant ſignes there. 

INo Font to waſk native concupiſceuce in, 

[You like thar itch Ntill of original! \in, 

No folemne Rights of Buriall muſt be ſhown, 

Pox take you, hang your ſelves, and you (hall ha* none. 

No Organ ; Kollsto the eare they be : 

No Anthemes ; why ? nay ask not them, nor me: 

Ther's new Church Muſique found inſtead of thoſe, 

The womensſighs tun'd to the Teachers noſe. 

No Surplices ; no ? why none, I crave? 

IThey*re rags of Rowe, I think: what would you have? 

Laltly they'd preach too. ; let them, for no doubr, 

A finer preaching age they'l nere find out: 

They've got the ſpirit,fiery congues they've,that's true; 

And by their talk thoſe ſhould be double too. 


H times! oh manners ! when the Church is made 
A prey, nay worſe, a ſcorn, to ev'ry Cade 

JAnd ev'ry Tyler: when the popular rage 

© I{ The ages greateſt curſe ) reformes the age ; 

When reaſoa is for Popery ſnppreſſ'd, 

And Learging connted Jeſuitiſm at leaſt ; 


4 When withour books Divines muſt ſtudious be, 


And 
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- 2: And without meat keep hoſpicality ; 
1 When men *gainſt ancient Fathers rev'rend daies 
That many-headed beaſt Smecrymnurns raiſe, 
That H;zra which would grow ſtill, and encreaſe 
Bur that at firit it met an ; 90M ; =” 
\ When the baſe rout, the Kingdoms dirt, and ſink; 
'* Tocleanſe the Charch,and purge the fountaines think 
They who whillt living waters they might take, Fr 
/ Drink Belgiapi ditches, and the Lemnian Jake; 
\ When th' Liturgy, which now ſo long hathſtood |} 
Seal'd by five reverend Biſhops ſacred blood, I} 
Is left fot nonſence, and but pottage thought ; | 
Pottage from Heay'n, like that to Daniel brought, E 
Their broaths have ſuch weeds mixt, and arc ſo hot,../ * 
The Prophets ſons cry out, Dcath's in the por. ; 
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'Oh times, oh manners ! but me thinks 1 tay 
Too long with them ; and ſo much for to day : 
Hereafter more, for ſince we now begin 

Tow'l find we've Muſes too arwell as Pryn. 


FINTS. 


